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THE  FLORIDA  YiTINTER  VEGETAJLE  INDUSTRY 
AND 

THE  TRA.de  AGREEJIENT  VflTH  CUBA 


On  Septenber' 3,  1934,  a reciprocal  trade  agreement  vfas  con- 
cluded with  Cuba  in  v/hich  the  United  States  made  seasonal  reductions 
in  its  import  duties  on  8 fresh  vegetables  corning  from  that  country  - 
tomatoes,  potatoes,  peppers,  lima  beans,  okra,  cucumbers,  squash,  and 
eggplant.  On  tomatoes  and  peppers,  the  most  competitive  items,  the 
duties  vrere  reduced  25  percent  from- the  p re- agreement  rates.  The  duty 
on  squash  was  reduced  by  a like  percentage,  while  the  dvrties  on  the 
other  items  were  reduced  by  50  percent. 

In  order  to  minimize  the  ‘competition  with  domestically-produced 
vegetables,  the  redactions  were  limited  in  each  case  to  the  winter  and 
spring  months,  when  supplies  of  domestic  fresh  vegetables  are  smelliest. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  domestic  production  of  these  vegetables 
occurs  outside  of  the  menths  during  ivhich  the  loiiror  duties  arc  effec- 
tive. Florida  is  the  principal  dom.ostic  source  of  fresh  winter  veg- 
etables, and  is,  therefore,  the  region  most  subject  to  competition 
from  Cuban  vegetables  imported  during  the  lower-duty  periods.  But 
while  substantial  shipments  of  tomatoes,  potatoes  and  peppers  are 
made  from  Florida,  and  particulo.rly  from  southern  Florida,  during  the 
loY/er-duty  months,  the  bulk  of  the  shipments,  even  from  that  State, 
occurs  outside  of  those  months.  Shipments  of  green  beans  from  Florida 
represent  an  exception  to  this  rule,  the  period  of  heavy  shipments 
coinciding  roughly  with  the  reduced-duty  period  for  Cuban  lima  beans. 
Virtually  all  of  the  Florida  shipments  of  green  beans  consist  of  snap 
beans,  hovrover,  on  which  no  duty  reduction  was  made,  Yfhile  practically 
all  of  the  imports  from,  Cuba  arc  lima  beans, 

SUMvIARY 

With  the  end  of  the  193G-37  shipping  season,  three  complete 
shipping  seasons  have  elapsed  since  the  Cuban  trade  agreement  became 
effective.  This  offers  a sufficient  period  on  Virhich  to  base  an  ap- 
praisal of  the  effects  of  the  Cuban  agreement  on  our  domestic  winter 
vegetable  industry.  It  is,  therefore,  timely  to  examine  the  status 
of  the  Florida  industry  in  the  light  of  developments  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  agreement. 

The  purpose  of  this  report,  accordingly,  is  to  give  the  best 
available  information  concerning  the  planted  and  harvested  commercial 
acreage  of  vegetables  in  Florida,  the  yields  per  acre,  production, 
farm  prices,  farm  income,  and  the  comparative  periods  and  volume  of 
shipments  of  vegetables  from  Florida  and  from  Cuba  during  the  last 
6 seasons  - the  3 seasons  preceding  the  agrocm.ent,  and  the  3 seasons 
following  the  agrccm.ont.  The  report  covers  the  6 more  important 
Florida  vegetables  comparable  xvith  those  on  which  duty  reductions 


were  made  and  on  which  data  are  available  ~ tomatoes,  green  beans, 
new  potatoes,  peppers,  cucumbers,  and  eggplant.  Where  possible, 
the  data  are  broken  down  in  such  a 'way  as  to  shoxv  the  situation  in 
south  Florida  as  well  as  in  the  State  as  a whole,  _l/  > 

The  principal  facts  brought  out  in  this  report  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

Trend  in  acreage  planted  and  harvested. 

The  combined  acreage  planted  in  Florida  to  the  6 vegetables 
under  consideration  has  increased  substantially  since  the  trade 
agreement  v/ith  Cuba  came  into  effect.  This  is  true  with  respect  to 
southern  Florida  as  well  as  the  State  as  a whole. 

In  the  3 seasons  since  the  agreement,  the  combined  area  devoted 
to  the  6 vegetables  in  Florida  averaged  about  156,000  acres.  The 
area  reached  a peak  of  164,000  acres  in  1936-37,  as  compared  with  an 
average  of  approximately  123,000  acres  during  the  3 pre- agreement 
seasons.  The  acreage  planted  to  each  of  the  4 leading  crops,  tomatoes, 
green  beans,  potatoes,  and  peppers,  averaged  higher  for  the  3 post- 
agreement  seasons  than  for  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons.  The  acreage 
planted  to  cucimibers  averaged  about  the  sane  for  the  2 periods.  The 
area  planted  to  eggplant,  the  least  important  of  the  6 vegetables, 
accounting  for  but  little  more  than  1 percent  of  their  combined  farm 
value  in  1936-37,  decreased  in  the  post-agreement  seasons. 

The  combined  harvested  acreage  of  these  6 vegetables  in  Florida 
was  considerably  smaller  than  the  planted  acreage,  primarily  because 
of  unfavorable  weather  conditions.  But  even  the  harvested  acreage 
averaged  20  percent  higher  in  the  last  3 seasons  than  in  the  3 previous 
seasons.  All  of  the  increase  in  harvested  acreage  occurred  in  south 
Florida,  xvhere  the  increase  averaged  34  percent.  In  the  balance  of 
the  State  the  harvested  acreage  declined  11  percent. 

In  the  case  of  tomatoes,  the  crop  in  which  the  .most  interest 
has  been  shown  from  the  point  of  view  of  Cuban  competition,  the 
planted  acreage  increased  steadily  throughout  this  period,  from  a 
low  of  25,000  acres  in  1931-32  to  a peak  of  nearly  45,000  acres  in 
1936-37.  T_e  acreage  planted  to  tomatoes  in  the  State  of  Florida 
averaged  40,900  acres  in  the  3 post-agreement  seasons,  or  36  percent 
more  than  during  the  3 pro-agreenent  seo.sons.  Because  of  unfavor- 
able weather  conditions,  particularly  in  southern  Florida,  the 
tomato  acreage  harvested  in  Florida  vias  considerably  lower  than  the 

1/  In  addition  to  the  tables  and  charts  included  in  the  body  of  this 
report,  there  are  available  detailed  tables  shov/ing  carlot  shipments 
and  imports  of  the  6 vegetables,  by  norths,  for  each  season  from 
1931-32  to  1936-37.  Copies  of  these  tables  may  be  obtained  on  request. 
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acreage  planted  in  1935-36  and  1936-37.  Nevertheless,  the  harvested 
acreage,  including  small ^acreages  for  canning,  averaged  36,100  acres 
during  the  3 post-agrooinent  seasons,  an  increase  of  about  32  percent 
over  the  27,400  acres  harvested  during  the  '3  pre-agreement  seasons. 

Trend  in  production. 

In  spite  of. the  increase  in  the  planted  and  harvested  acreage 
of  the  6 vegetables  under  consideration  in  Florida,  combined  pro- 
duction in  the  post-agreement  period  averaged  about  8 percent  less 
than  in  the  pre-agreement  period.  This  reduction  resulted  from 
lower  yields  per  acre  caused  by  the  less  favorable  grovriaig  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  last  3 years.  The  average  yield  of  tomatoes,  vhich 
was  approximately  95  bushels  ]pQr  acre  in  3 pre-agreement  seasons, 
declined  to  88  bushels  in  1934—35  as  a result  of  frost  damage,  and 
to  76  bushels  in  1935-36  and  to  56  bushels  in  1936-37  becau>so  of 
excessive  rain  and  insect  damo.ge. 

Nearly  throe-fourths  of  the  decline  in  total  vegetable  pro- 
duction in  Florida  in  the  last  3 seasons,  as  compared  vdth  the  3 
pre-agreement  seasons,  v;as  accounted  for  by  the  decline  in  production 
of  snap-beans,  the  duty  on  uhich  has  not  been  reduced.  Production 
of  snap  beans  averaged  13  percent  louror,  iThereas  production  of  other 
winter  vegetables  as  a group  averaged  4 percent  less. 

Farm  prices  and  income. 

The  farm  prices  received  by  Florida  growers  for  each  of  the  6 
vegetable  crops  covered  in  this  report  have  averaged  higher  for  the 
3 seasons  folloudiig  the  agreement  than  for  the  3 pro-agreement  seasons. 
Furthermore,  sdthough  yields  Yrcrc  affected  adversely  by  unfavorable 
vrcathor  or  insect  damo.go  in  certain  cases,  the  total  income  from  each 
of  the  major  crops  - tomatoes,  green  beans  o.nd  potatoes  - averaged 
substantially  higher  during  the  3 post- agreement  seasons.  In  the 
case  of  peppers,  while  prices  averaged  slightly  higher  in  the  last 
3 years,  the  farm  income  averaged  somewhat  lourcr  because  of  reduced 
production.  Prices  and  farm  income  from  cucumbers  averaged  con- 
siderably higher  during  the  3 post-agreement  seasons  than  during  the 
3 pro-o-greemont  seasons.  Income  from  eggplant,  the  least  important 
of  the  6 crops,  was  lov/er  because  of  reduced  acrco.go  and  production, 
although  prices  averaged  higher  than  in  the  pro-agreement  seasons. 

Shipments  from  Florida  and  Cuba. 


Shipments  of  the  6 vegetables  from  Florida  by  ro.il  c-.nd  boat 
declined  from  an  o.vorago  of  21,474  cars  in  the  3 seasons  prior  to 
the  Cuban  agreement  to  an  average  of  19,669  cars  in  the  last  3 
seasons.  This  represents  a decline  of  8 percent,  or  the  same  per- 
centage by  which  production  declined.  The  carlot  totals  do  not 
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include  shipments  by  truck  to  other  States,  v/hich  may  hs.vc  increased 
somcvdiat  in  recent  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  if  green 
beans  are  deducted,  total  carlot  shipments  from  Florida  of  the  re- 
maining vegetables  vrero  Svbout  the  some  in  both  periods,  despite  the 
fact  that  combined  production  of  these  remaining  vegetables  declined 
4 percent.  Practically  all  of  the  beans  shipped  from  Florida  are 
snap  beans  on  vdiich  no  duty  reductions  were  made.  About  trwo-thirds 
of  the  total  shipments  from  Florida  of  the  vegetables  covered  in 
this  report  originate  in  southern  Florida, 

Imports  of  the  6 vegetables  from  Cuba,  in  terms  of  carlots, 
increased  from  an  average  of  1,906  cars  in  the  pre-agreement  period 
to  3,063  cars  in  the  post-agreement  period,  or  an  increase  of  59 
percent.  Average  imports  from  countries  other  than  Cuba  shovT  a 
decline  of  8 percent  in  the  last  3 years,  and  in  1936-37  vrcro  still 
substantially  smaller  than  the  imports  in  the  1931-32  season. 

The  bulk  of  the  shipments  of  these  vegetables  from  Florida 
occurs  after  the  periods  of  duty  reductions.  On  the  other  hand,  over 
three-fourths  of  the  imports  from  Cuba  arrive  during  the  periods  of 
reduced  duties.  During  the  6 years  covered  by  this  report,  the  pro- 
portions of  the  vegetable,  crops  shipped  from  Florida  during  the 
periods  of  reduced  duty  on  Cuban  vegetables  v/ere  as  follovfs:  green 

peppers,  55  percent,  tomatoes  24  percent,  eggplant  20  percent,  po- 
tatoes 13  percent,  and  cucumbers  5 percent.  The  bulk  of  the  ship- 
m.onts  of  green  beans  from  Florida  occurs  during  the  months  in  Y\rhich 
the  reduced  duties  on  Cuban  lima  beans  are  in  effect,  but  as  earlier 
indicated,  snap  beans  make  up  virtually  all  of  the  Florida  shipments, 
and  are  not  subject  to  the  duty  reduction.  The  proportion  of  the 
total  vegetable  imports  received  from  Cuba  during  the  lov»r-duty 
months  increased  from  73  percent  in  the  3-yoar  period  prior  to  the 
agreement  to  81  percent  since  the  o.greemcnt. 


Table  1.  Vegetables:  Combined  acreage,  production  and  value 

of  6 vegetables  ]./  produced  in  Florida 


Acreage 

Production 

Total 

value 

Year 

planted 

Florida 

Harvested 

Florida 

South 

Florida  2/ 

Other 

Florida 

Florida 

Florida 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

1 , 000 
bushels 

1,000 

dollars 

1931-32 

110,000 

104 , 000 

62,405 

41,595 

10,806 

16,340 

1932-33 

' 119,850 

109 , 050 

76,800 

32,250 

12,780 

12,916 

1933-34 

139,050 

132,350 

95,510 

37,340 

14 , 856 

20 , 874 

3-year 

average 

122,967 

115 , 300 

78,238 

37,062 

12,814 

16,710 

1934-35 

151,600 

142 , 100 

108,390 

33,710 

12,082 

17,529 

1935-36 

151,800 

134,400 

103,915 

30,485 

11,255 

20,287 

1936-37 

163,850 

138,150 

102,975 

35,175 

12,100 

20,352 

3-year 

average 

155,750 

138,217 

105,093 

33,123 

11,812 

19,389 

Percentage 
change  3/ 

‘ 27 

t 20 

- 34 

- 11 

- 8 

T 12 

_!/  Tomatoes,  new  potatoes,  green  beans,  peppers,  cucumbers  and  egg- 
plant . 


South  Florida  includes  Indian  River,  Okeechobee,  highlands,  Hardee, 
Ilanatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  them. 

1/  Percentage  change  in  average,  1934-35  to  1936-37  comnared  with 
1931-32  to  1933-34. 


Table  2.  Vegetables;  Monthly  shipraents  from  Florida,  imports 
from  Cuba  and  Mexico,  and  total  shipments  and  imports, 
November  to  June,  6-year  averages,  1931-32  to 
1936-37. 


■ Coran:'.odity  : : ; ' : : 

and  : Florida  : Cuba  : Mexico  : Others  1/  ; Total 

month I ; | ; | 

Cars  : Cars  : Cars  ; Cars  : Cars 

Tomatoes : . : . : : : : 

November  . . . ; ■ 93  : 22  ; 2_/  : 803  : 918 

December  3/  ; 320  ; 348  : 93  : . 121  : 882 

January  : 458  : 516  : 194  ; 18  ; 1,186 

February  _3/  ; 759  : 413  ; 250  : 9 ; 1,431 

•March  ; 1,517  : 312  : 364  ; 2 : 2,195 

April  : 1,936  : 113  ; 781  ; 63  : 2,893 

May  : 1,375  ; 3 : 555  : 2,494  ; 4,427 

June  : 47  ; 2/  : 38  ; '6,540  : 6,625 

Total  : 6,505  : 1,727  : 2,275  : 10,JD50_:  20,557 


Green  beans ; ; : : : : 

November  1,096  : 15  ; _2/  ; 124  : 1,235 

December  4/  : 871  ; 74  : 8 : 15  : 968 

January  _47”  : 1,045  : 50  : 32  : 4 : 1,131 

February  _4/  : 1,020  : 37  : 20  : 9 ; 1,086 

March  4/ : 988  : 36  : 4 ; 33  : 1,061 

April  4/  : 1,059  : 2/  \ 1 : 148  ; 1,208 

May  4/" : 664  : 2/  : 2/  : 1,229  ; 1,893 

June  : 40  : 0_j _2/^ j 935  ; 97^ 

Total  : 6,783  : 212  : 65  : .:?.,497  : 9,557 


New  potatoes ; ; ; : : : 

November  . . . . : 2 : 0 : 2/  : 1 ; 3 

December  3/  : 33  : _2/  ; El^  ■ 36  : 69 

January  _37  : HI  : 9:2/:  52  ; 172 

February  _3/  : 433  : 15  ; £/  : 24  : 472 

March  : 937  ; 11  : 1 : 103  : 1,058 

April  : 1,710  : 12  : 0 : 1,185  : 2,907 

May  : 1,233  : 8 : 0 : 8,893  : 10,128 

June  ; 37  : 1 : 1 : 20,163  : 20,208 

Total  : '4,496~r~  50~-  2~:~  "sO^ToTT"'  35 , 005 


Continued 


Table  2.  Vegetables:  Monthly  shipments  from  Florida,  imports 

from  Cuba  and  Mexico,  and  total  shipments  and  imports, 
November  to  June,  6-year  averages,  1931-32  to 
1936-37  - Continued 


Commodity  : : : : ' : 

and  : Florida  : Cuba  : Mexico  : Others  ]^/  : Total 

month I I ; ; ; 

• : Cars  : Cars  : Cars  : Cars 

Green  peppers : : : : : : 

November  . . . . : 86  : ^ EJ  ’ 92  : 178 

December  169  6 : '7  : ’ 15'  : 197' 

January  _3/'  '215  : 29  •'  '4='  ' ' ' 275 

February  EJ  '■  • 35  : / ■ 33  : ’ 2'  ' : 275 

March  3/  : 248  : 46  ; 35  : 2 ; 331 

April's/  .o..,:  366  : , 18  : . /30  : 1 : 415 

May  : 401  : 3 : 21  : 3 : 428 

June  178  '■  2/  u 3 : 178  : ■ 359 

Total  : l,-868  : 137  : 156  : 297  : 2,4-58 


Cucumbers:  • • : : : 

November  . . . . : 118  : ' 2/  : £/  : 4 : 122 

December  3/  : 30  : 33  : 2^/  : 19  : 82 

January  _3/  ; 2 : 50  : _2/  : 26  : 78 

February“3/  : 4 : 31  : 2/  : 39  : 74 

March  : 45  : 11  : 2/  : 36  : 92 

April  : 223  :.  1:  2/  : 75  : 299 

May  : 251  : 2/ ’ : 2/  : 944  : 1,195 

June  : 16  : 2/  ' : 's/  : 1,250  : 1,266 

Total  : ' ^9  ':  126  : 2/  : 2,393  : 3,208 


Eggplant : : : :,  : : 

November  . . . . : 13  : 2/  : _2/  : 2 : 15 

December  _3/  : 12  , : 17  : 2_/  : 1 : 30 

January  _3/  : 11  : 39  : 2 : 1 : 53 

February  ^/  : 7 : 57  : 3 : 2/  : 67 

March  3 / “ : 17  : 76  : 4 : 2/  : 97 

April  : 50  : 38  : 4 : 1 : 93 

May : 69  : 3 : 2 : ^/  : 74 

June  : 55  : 2/  : 2/ | 1 : ^ 

Total  : 234  : 230  : 15  : 6 : 485 


3^/  Shipments  from  States  other  than  Florida  and  imports  from  countries 
other  than  Cuba  and  Mexico,  in  carlot  equivalents. 

_2/  Less  than  one-half  car. 

^/  Months  of  reduced  duty  on  imports  from  Cuba. 

4/  Months  of  reduced  duty  on  lima  beans  from  Cuba. 
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Table  3.  Vegetables:  Carlot  sliipinents  fron  Florida,  November 

to  June,  1931-35  to  1936-37 


Season  : : : : : : : 

and  : Tomatoes :Potatoes:  . Cucum-  . 

average  • .beans  . .neppers .plant . bers 

■ : Cars  ; Cars  ; Cars  : Cars : Cars  : Cars 

1931- 32  : 6,284  : 6,611:  2,574  : 1,996  : 264  : , 641  : 18,370 

1932- 33  : 6,201  : 7,461:  4,027  : 2,380  : 305  : 514  : 20,888 

1933- 34  7,705  : 9,124:  5,692  : 1,611  : 257  : 773  : 25,162 

Average  . . . : 6,730  : 7,732:  4,098  : 1,996  : 275  : 643  : 21 ,474 


1934- 35  : 7,171  : 6,362:  3,927  : l,4J.l  : 160  : 869  : 19,900 

1935- 36  : 6,046  : 5,267:  3,985  : 1,957  : 214  : 617  : 18,286 

1936- 37  1/  ...:  5,623  ; 5,868:  6,766  : 1,844  : 208  : ' 513  : 20,822 

Average  . ..:  6,280  : 5,832:  4,893  : 1,737  : 194  : " ‘733  : 19,669* 


Grand  average  : 6,505  : 6,782:  4,495  : 1,867  : 234  : 688  : 20,571 


_!/  Preliminary. 

Table  4.  Vegetables;  Carlot  shipments  from  southern  Florida,  _l/ 
Novem.ber  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 

Season  : . : : ' : : : 

and  : Tomatoes :Potatoes:  Cucum-  ^ 

average  : .beans  . .peppers .plant . bers-  . 

: Cars  : Cars  : Cars  : Cars  : Cars : Cars  ; Cars 

1931- 32  5,490  : 5,244:  334  : 1,187  : 147  : ' 164  : 12,566 

1932- 33  : 5,076  : 5,902:  376  : 1,181  : 167  : 243  : 12,945 

1933- 34  : 6,610  : 7,227:  1,158  : 735  : 128  : 350  : 16,208 

Average  ...:  5,726  : 6,124:  623  : 1,034  : 147  ! 252  ; 13,906 


1934- 35  : 6,615  : 5,104:  1,045  ; 559  : 52  : 375  : 13,750 

1935- 36  : 5,606  : 4,344:  1,053  : 704  : 84  :'  407  : 12,198 

1936- 37  2/  . . . : 5,174  : 5,137:  _ 1 , 388  : 564  : ■ 37  : '198  : 12,498 

Average  5,798  : 4, 862 : ' Y,  162  *:  609  : 58':  327  4 12,816 


Grand  average  : 5,762  : 5,493:  892  ; 822  : 102  : 289  : 13,360 


_l/  Southern  Florida  includes  Indian  River,  Oheochobee,  highlands,  Fardee, 
Manatee,  and  all.  counties  south  of  them. 

2/  Preliminary. 
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Table  5.  Vegetables:  Imports  from  Cuba,  November  to  June, 

1931-32  to  1936-37 


Season 

and 

average 

Vomatoes 

Green 

beans 

Potatoes 

Green 

peppers 

Egg- 

plant 

Cucum- 

bers 

Total 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

1931-32  

1,413 

201 

56 

65 

184 

179 

2,098 

1932-33  

1^150 

204 

61 

9 

96 

128 

1,648 

1933-34  

1^446 

180 

2 

88 

181 

73 

1,970 

Average  .... 

1,336 

195 

40 

54 

154 

127 

1,906 

1934-35  

2,082 

180 

61 

215 

241 

114 

2,893 

1935-36  

2 , 124 

285 

80 

288 

397 

122 

3,296 

1936-37  1/  . . . 

2^141 

228 

39 

161 

285 

147 

3 i 001 

Average  .... 

2,116 

231 

60 

221 

308 

128 

3,063 

Grand  average 

1,726 

213 

50 

138 

231 

127 

2 , 484 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
1/  Preliminary. 


Table  6.  Vegetables:  Imports  from  Mexico,  Novemiber  to  June, 

1931-32  to  1936-37 


Season  : : : : : : : 

and  !T<«otoo8!®">«»  jPotatoes:  : Total 

aTerage  : .beans  . .peppers. plant,  bers  . 

: Cars  : Cars  : : Cars  : Cars : Cars  : Cars 

1931- 32  : 4,581  : 171  : 2 : 189  : 14  : 2/  : 4,957 

1932- 33  : 1,786  : 94  : 0 : 58  : 11  : ' 0 : 1,949 

1933- 34  : 850  : 43  : 0 : 36  : 7 : 2/  : 936 

.Average  : '2,405  : 103  : 'l  ' : ' 94':  'll':  ' z]  :'  2,614“ 


1934- 35  : 1,758  : 39  : 0 : 165  : 17  : 1 : 1,980 

1935- 36  : 1,981  : 42  : 3 : 248  : 15  : 1 : 2,290 

1936- 37  1/ ; 2,702  : 5 : 5 : 239  : 25  : 2 : 2,978 

Average  : 2,147  : 29_J 3 j"  : 2,416 


Ground  average  : 2,276  : 66  : 2 : 156  : 15  : 1 : 2,516 


Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  o’f  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  onc-half  car. 


VEGETABLES:  COMBINED  ACREAGE  OF  SIX  IMPORTANT 

VEGETABLES  GROWN  IN  FLORIDA* 
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FRESH  TOMATOES,  NEW  POTATOES,  AND  GREEN  BEANS;  CAR-LOT 
SHIPMENTS  FROM  FLORIDA  AND  IMPORTS  FROM  CUBA  AND  MEXICO 
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FRESH  GREEN  PEPPERS,  CUCUMBERS,  AND  EGGPLANT:  CAR-LOT 
SHIPMENTS  FROM  FLORIDA  AND  IMPORTS  FROM  CUBA  AND  MEXICO 
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TOMTOES 

Toniatoes  are  the  most  Valuable  of  the  winter  vegetable  crops 
grown  in  Florida,  and  the  leading  item  in  our  imports  of  fresh  vege- 
tables. Plantings  have  steadily  increased  in  Florida  during  the 
past  six  seasons,  but  production  has  averaged  lower  for  the  3 seasons 
following  the  Cuban  trade  agreement  than  for  the  3 pre-agreement 
seasons,  due  principally  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions.  Prices 
received  by  growers  in  Florida  have  shown  an  irregular  upward  trend 
since  the  1932-33  season. 

Florida  is  the  chief  domiestic  source  of  tomato  supplies  during 
the  5 months  from  Decem.ber  to  April,  but  large  quantities  of  tomatoes 
also  are  received  during  these  months  from  Cxiba  and  Mexico.  Under  the 
term.s  of  the  Cuban  agreement  of  September  1934,  the  duty  on  tomatoes 
from.  Cuba  was  reduced  during  the  3-month  period,  Decem.ber  to  February, 
from*  2.4  cents  a pound  to  1.8  cents  a pound.  The  general  rate  of 
duty  on  tomatoes,  which  is  applicable  to  all  countries  except  Cuba, 
remains  at  3 cents  per  pound. 

Imports  of  tomatoes  from  Cuba  have  increased  sharply  since 
the  agreem.ent  became  effective,  but  imports  from  countries  other  than 
Cuba  have  averaged  lov/er  in  the  3 years  follov/ing  the  agreement  than 
in  the  3 years  preceding  the  agreement.  Over  the  6 years,  about 
three- fourths  of  the  Cuban  imports  were  received  during  the  low- duty 
mionths  whereas  about  one-fourth  of  the  Florida  tomato  shipments  were 
made  in  these  months. 

The  production  of  tomatoes  in  Florida  is  commonly  and  quite 
naturally  divided  into  three  crops,  fall,  early  (1)  and  early  (2), 
on  the  basis  of  the  time  of  marketing  and  locality  where  grown. 

The  fall  crop  is  usually  marketed  during  November  and  December,  the 
early  (l)  from  February  to  May,  inclusive,  and  is  produced  only  in 
south  Florida  counties,  v/hile  the  early  (2)  crop  is  marketed  from. 
March  to  May,  inclusive,  and  comprises,  in  addition  to  some  south 
Florida  counties,  other  producing  areas  in  the  State. 

A.  sharp  upv/ard  trend  in  the  acreage  planted  to  tomatoes  in 
Florida  has  occurred  during  the  past  6 '.years.  An  average  of  40,900 
acres  was  planted  to  tomatoes  during  the  3 s.asons  1934-35  to  1936-37, 
inclusive,  or  about  36  percent  mare  than  tlie  average  of  30,100  acres 
for  the  3 seasons  1931-32  to  1933-34,  inclusive.  Although  unfavor- 
able weather  conditions  caused  considerable  abandonment  or  loss  of 
the  planted  acreage,  particularly  during  the  past  2 seasons,  the 
average  harvested  acreage,  including  small  acrea.ges  for  canning,  was 
about  32  percent  larger  in  the  1934-35  to  1936-37  period  than  in 
the  earlier  3 seasons.  In  south  Florida  the  average  acreage  har- 
vested increased  by. about  40  percent  between  the  two  periods,  while 
in  the  remainder  of  the  State  the  already  small  acreage  decreased 
by  about  22  percent.  Tliis  incr'.ase  in  south  Florida  occurred  in 
the  harvested  acreage  for  all  crops,  fall,  winter  and  spring  tomatoes, 
v/ith  the  sharpest  increase  occurring  in  the  fall  crop. 
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Although  the  planted  and  harvested  acreage  of  tomatoes  grown 
in  Florida  has  increased  rather  sharply,  yields  were  affected  adversely 
hy  unfavorable  weather  in  the  last  3 seasons  - 1934-35  to  1936-37, 
inclusive.  Consequently,  production  averaged  7 percent  less  than  in 
the  immediately  preceding  3-year  period.  Whereas  the  average  yield 
per  acre  was  95,  94  and  95  "bushels  per  acre,  respectively,  for  the 
1931-32,  1932-33  and  1933-34  seasons,  it  declined  to  88  bushels  in 
1934-35  because  of  frost  damage,  to  76  bushels  in  1935-36  and  to 
56  bushels  in  1936-37  because  of  excessive  rain  and  insect  dama-ge. 

As  a result  of  the  unfavorable  growing  conditions,  the  1935-37 
production  of  tomatoes  in  Florida  was  the  snallest  of  the  6-year 
period  under  study.  'The  quality  of  the  crop  was  damaged,  and  producers 
generally  received  slightly  lower  prices  than  in  1935-36,  despite 
the  smaller  production  and  improved  purchasing  power  of  consumers. 

As  a result,  total  income  to  growers  from  the  1936-37  tomato  crop  was 
lower  than  in  the  preceding  season,  but  the  average  for  the  period 
1934-35  to  1936-37  is  about  12  percent  larger  than  the  average  for 
the  3 years  preceding  the  trade  agreement. 

Carlot  shipments  of  tomatoes  from  Florida  in  the  3-year 
period,  1934-35  to  1936-37,  since  the  Cuba-n  agreement  became  effective, 
have  averaged  6,280  cars  conpared  v/ith  an  average  of  6,730  cars  in 
the  3 years  preceding  the  agreement.  This  represents  a reduction 
of  7 percent  in  carlot  shipments  during  the  last  3 seasons,  and  is 
explained  by  the  similar  decline  of  7 percent  in  production. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  tomato  inports  from  Cuba 
since  the  agreement  went  into  effect  in  1934.  Imports  of  tomatoes 
from  Cuba  have  averaged  2,116  cars  in  the  post-agreement  years  com- 
pared v/ith  an  average  of  1,336  cars  in  the  3 pre -agreement  years. 

Total  imports  of  foreign  tomatoes,  however,  are  still  substantially 
below  those  of  1931-32,  Y/hen  Imports  from  Mexico  were  rmuch  heavier 
than  they  have  been  since  that  time. 

Tomato  shipments  from  Florida  reach  a peak  during  March  or 
April,  although  during  the  1935-36  season  the  high  point  was  not 
reached  until  May.  In  5 out  of  6 seasons  under  survey,  the  peak 
imports  from  Cuba  have  occurred  in  January.  In  fact,  about  74  per- 
cent of  the  tomatoes  imported  from  Cuba  in  the  past  6 seasons  have 
arrived  during  the  period  in  which  reduced  duties  are  now  effective 
(December  to  February) , whereas  only  24  percent  of  the  Florida  toma- 
toes were  shipped  in  these  3 months.  The  proportion  of  the  ship- 
ments from  southern  Florida  which  occurs  in  the  reduced-duty  period 
is  about  the  sarna  as  for  the  State  as  a v/hole.  April  is  generally 
the  month  of  heaviest  importation  from  Mexico, 


In  the  3 years  since  the  agreement  with  Cuha  was  signed,  the 
concentration  of  inports  from  that  country  in  the  3 lower-duty  month 
has  been  more  pronounced,  due  in  part  to  the  sharp  reductions  in 
supplies  from  Florida  in  these  months  in  1934-35  and  1935-36  occa- 
sioned by  weather  damage.  About  68  percent  of  the  imports  from 
Cuba  were  received  in  these  3 months  prior  to  the  agreement,  v/hereas 
78  percent  have  been  received  in  this  period  since  the  agreement. 

With  more  stable  weather  conditions  in  Cuba  the  proportion 
of  Cuban  shipments  during  the  lower-duty  period  has  not  fluctuated 
as  much  from  year  to  year  as  has  the  proportion  of  Florida  shipments 
The  proportion  of  Florida  shipments  enuring  the  lower-duty  months, 
■'December  throiigh  February,  declined  from  an  average  of  30  percent 
in  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons  to  17  percent  in  the  3 post-agreement 
'seasons,  but  the  decrease  in  the  average  for  the  latter  period  has 
been  accentuated  by  unfavorable  growing  conditions  prevailing  in 
these  months  in  1934-35  and.  1935-36.  Only  5 percent  of  total  carlot 
shipments  from  Florida  moved  in  the  3 months  (December-February) 
in  1934-35,  while  in  1936-37,  when  the  unfavorable  v;eather  occurred 
toward  the  end.  of  the  grov;ing  season,  34  percent  of  the  shipments 
occurred  in  the  lower-duty  mionths.  The  proportion  of  movement 
to  market  from  all  sources  in  the  reduced-duty  months  averaged 
about  17  percent  for  both  the  3 pre-agreement  and  the  3 post-agree- 
ment seasons. 
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Table  7.  Tomatoes:  Planted  and  harvested  acreage,  yield,  produc- 

tion, farm  price,  and  farm  value  in  Florida, 
1931-32  to  1936-37 


1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Planted.  acpe.ae:e 

■ 

Acre  s 

Fall  ......... 

1,700 

3,200 

2,000 

4,500 

3,300 

5,500 

Early  (l)  .. 

8,500  . 

12,900 

19,000 

20,000 

19,000 

19 ’200 

Early  (2)--- 

15,000 

15,600. 

12,500 

12 , 500 

18,800 

20,000 

Total  .... 

25 . 200 

-31.700 

33 . 500 

37.000 

41.100 

44 . 700 

Harvested  acreage 

3 

Fall  

1,700  ■ 

■ 2,000 

2,000 

4,500 

2,800 

5,500 

Early  (l)  .. 

8,500 

12,900 

16,000 

15,500 

11,000 

14,700 

Early  (2)  . . 

13,500 

10,000 

12,500 

11,000 

18,800 

12,000 

Total  .... 

23,700  : 

24.900  ' 

30 , 500 

31,000 

32,600 

32,200 

Yield  oer  acre 

Bushels 

Fall  ........ 

82 

80 

75 

50 

112 

30 

Early  (l)  . . 

160 

132  ■ 

' 128 

118 

90 

70 

Early  (2)  . . 

56 

48 

55 

. 60 

62 

50 

Total  .... 

95 

94  • 

95 

88 

76 

56 

Production 

Thousand 

bushel s 

Fall  

139 

160  ; 

150 

225 

314 

165  • 

Early  (l)  .. 

1,360 

1,703  : 

2,048 

1,829 

990 

1 ,029 

Early  (2)  .. 

756 

480 

688 

660  . 

. 1,166 

600 

Total  .... 

2 , 255 

2.343  . 

2,886 

2.714 

2,470 

1,794 

Price  uer  bushel 

Dollars 

Pall  

4.00 

2.  80 

3 . 50 

80 

3 20 

3 . 25 

Early  (l)  . . 

2.15 

1.80 

2.60. 

2.40 

3.50 

3.00 

Early  (2)  . . 

3.00 

1.80 

3.50 

2.50 

3.20 

3.60 

Total  .... 

2.55 

1.85 

2.  85 

2.45 

3.30 

3.22 

Value 

Thousand 

dollars 

Fall  

556 

443 

630 

1 005 

5 36 

Early  (l)  . . 

2,924 

3,065  . 

5.325 

4,390 

3,465 

3;057 

Early  (2)  . . 

2,268 

864  . 

2,408 

1 , 650 

3,731 

2.160 

Total  .... 

5,748 

_ 4,377 

8,258 

6,670 

8,201 

5 ,783 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

1_!  Does  not  include  tomatoes  for  canning. 
2/  Preliminary. 
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Table  8.  Tomatoes:  Acreage  liarve-ste’d  in  Florida,  1931-32  to 

1936-37 


Count  ie  s 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  ^ 

Acres 

Acre  s 

Acre  s 

Acre  s ; . 

Acres 

Acres 

District'  8 

Brevard  

50 

25 

10 

Broward  

1,200 

2,100 

2 , 900, 

. S',  100' 

' 3, .000 

4,200 

Charlotte  .... 

100 

100 

250 

: ...1.  . 300 

100 

300 

Collier 

1,925 

3,425 

3,400 

3:,  350 

1,065 

3,400 

Dade  

5,250 

6,800 

12,900 

14,100 

'9,700 

12,700 

De  Soto 

25 

56 

. . . 100 

100 

. Glhde  s ....... 

, : . 100 

Hardee  ... . . 

, 700 

1,500 

1,375 

: 900 

1,000 

1,000 

Hendry 

300 

100 

250 

■ 200 

. : 600 

400 

Highlands  . 

50 

50 

75 

150 

100 

100 

Indian  River,.. 

1,050 

350 

500 

450 

700 

700 

Lee 

300 

450 

550 

1,000 

1,100 

1,200 

Manatee 

3,575 

2,450 

2,350 

3,250 

2,400 

2,000 

Mart  in  ....... 

175 

25 

325 

50 

Monroe  

- 100 

150 

50 

Okeechobee  . . .‘ , 

200 

200 

200 

100 

100 

100 

Palm  Beach  . . . 

. 4,000 

4,100 

2,000 

4,850 

10,500 

3,600 

St . Lucie  , . . .; 

1,050 

■ 650 

550 

1,100 

2,200 

3,500 

Sarasota  

■ 25. 

25 

75 

50 

Total  

20,07-5 

•22,500 

27,725 

32,975 

32,775 

33,350 

Districts  1,  3, 

and  5 

3 , 625 

2,400 

. 5,775 

3,025 

2,825 

3,350 

Grand  total  - 

B3,700 

24,90.0  ■ 

2/33 , 500 

3/36,000 

2/35,600 

4/36,700 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

- ij  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  S, 000  acres  for  canning.  ' 
3/  Includes  5,000  acres  for  canning. 
4/  Includes  4,500  acres  for '.canning. 
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Table  9.  Tomatoes;  Estimated  prices  received  by  growers  in 

Florida,  1931-32  to  1936-37,  by  months. 


(Dollars  per  bushel) 


Month 

and 

averages  ■ 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  ^ 

Octobe'r  . . . . ' 

2.20 

November  ... 

3.80 

- 

3.50 

3.30 

5,00 

3.65 

December  ... 

4.55- 

2.35 

3.50 

2.65 

'3.50 

'2.90 

January  . . . . ■ 

2.70' 

2.70 

3.00 

4.55 

2.05 

3.05 

February ■ . . . ' 

2.15' 

2.25 

2.25  , 

6.00 

2:75 

2.15 

March • 

2.10 

2.20 

2.50 

4.30 

3.75 

3.70 

April  ’ 

2.15- 

• 2.05 

3.25 

2.15 

3.90 

3.50 

May  : ' 

3.10 

■2.40 

3.50 

3.25 

3.00 

3.65 

June  

2.15 

- 

■- 

2.60 

3.50 

Ave  rase s ; 
Fall 

4.00 

2.80 

3.50 

2.80 

3.20 

3.25 

Early  (l) 

3.15 

1.80 

2.60 

2.40 

3.50 

3.00 

Early  (2) 

3.00 

1.80 

3.50 

2.50 

3.20 

3.60 

Average  for 
the  State  . . 

2.55  , 

1.85 

-2.' 85 

2.45  ' 

3. '30 

3.22 

Compiled  froni  official  source's, 
1/  Prelimipary. 
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Table  10.  Tomatoes;  Summary  of  carlot  shipments  from  Florida  and 

other  States,  and  imports,  November  to  J\me , 
1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  ^ 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Florida  - By  rail  from 

counties: 

Broward  

443 

512 

619 

699 

846 

589 

Collier  

978 

1.248 

1 111 

580 

209 

475 

Dade  

2,005 

2,001 

3,180 

3,489 

1,361 

2,357 

Indian  River  

264 

74 

63 

128 

167 

88 

Lee  ' 

54 

68 

■ 155 

139 

178 

68 

Manatee  

795 

390 

890 

789 

1,082 

528 

Palm  Beach 

549 

431 

344 

474 

1,015 

488 

St.  Lucie  

187 

151 

85 

207 

527 

36  9 

Other'  southern  counties 

215 

201 

163: 

110 

. 221 

212 

Total  southern  Florida  . . 

5,490 

5,076 

6,610 

6,615 

■ 5,606 

• 5,174 

Total  northern  Florida  . . 

233 

154 

315- 

144 

223 

289 

Total  Florida,  by  rail  .. 

5,723 

5,230 

6,925 

6,759 

5,829 

5.463 

Total  Florida,  by  boat  .. 

561 

971 

730' 

412 

217 

160 

Total  Florida  

6,284 

6,201 

7,705 

7,171 

6,046 

5,623 

Texas  

3 957 

6 174 

5 786  ' 

4 661 

5 n?o 

5 613 

Other  States  

4 903 

4 714 

5 634 

4 875 

4 398 

4 360 

Total  United  States  

15 , 144 

17  089 

19  125 

16  707 

15  464 

15  596 

Receipts  from  Puerto  Rico* 

4 

8 

■3 

2 

6 

5 

Total  United  States  origin 

15,148 

17,097 

19,128 

16,709 

15,470 

15,601 

Imports 

Cuba  

1,413 

1,150 

1,446 

2,082 

2,124 

2,141 

Mexico  

4,581 

1,786 

850 

1,758 

1,981 

2,702 

Other  countries  

116 

14 

6 

17 

20 

7 

Total  imports  

6.110 

2.950 

2.302 

3.857 

4.125 

4.850 

Grand  total  

21,258 

20,047 

21,430 

20,566 

19,595 

20,451 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Cars  of  about  20,000  pounds.  Southern  Florida  includes  Indian  River, 
Okeechobee,  Highlands,  Hardee,  Manatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  them. 
1/  Preliminary, 
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Table  11.  Tomatoes,  fresh:  Summary  of  monthly  carlot  shipments  and 

imports,  November  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources  ] Nov.'  Dec.  'Jan.  ‘ Feb.  ] Mar.  ] Apr.  May  [June  [ Total 


: Cars;  Cars  ; Cars  : Cars  : Cars  ; Cars  ; Cars  ; Cars  ; Cars 
1931-32  t : : : : : : : : 

Florida  35:  310:  559:  909:1,890  : 1,541:  1,016:  24:  6,284 

Other  States  1/ : 739:  144:  3:  2:  1 : 0:  1,114:6,861:  8,864 

Cuba : 5:  221:  354:  338:  341  : 149:  5:  0:  1,413 

Mexico  : 0:  94:  273:  407:  635  : 1,458:  1,545:  169:  4,581 

Other  imports  : 0:  28:  46:  31j 2_j 6j 3:  0:  116 

Total  : 779:  797:1,235:  1,68"7:2,869  : 3,154:  3,683:7,054:21,258 


1932-33  ::::::::: 

Florida  : 28:  308:  608:  1,059:1,824  : 1,971:  398:  5:  6,201 

Other  States  1/: 1,230:  112;  3;  2:  2 : 185:  2,960:6,402:10,896 

Cuba ; 2/;  91;  427:  354:  226  : 50:  2:  0:  1,150 

Mexico : 0:  101:  181:  160:  214  : 622:  502:  6;  1,’?86 

Other  imports  ; 2; 0;  10; 0;  0 ; Oj ^ _0j M 

Total  ;1.26Q;  612:1,229;  1,575:2,266  ; 2,828;  3 , 864; 6 ,413; 20 ,047 


1933-34  •:  ; : : ; ; : : 

Florida : 27:  398;  768;  1,114:1,955  ; 2,057:  1,342:  ^14;  7,705 

Other  States  i/: 1,022:  138:  5:  1;  1 : 44:  3,106:7,106:11,423 

Cuba : 1;  126;  395:  405:  295  : 217:  7;  0:  1,446 

Mexico : 0:  21;  107;  98:  142  : 262:  208:  12:  850 

Other  imports  : 0:  0;  0:  0;  0 : 0;  5:  1:  6 

Total  ;iT050;  633;l.y-^5:  1.618:2.393  ; 2. 53o'r~47^8T7,'T63i^l , 43Q~ 


1934-35  : ; ; : : : : : : 

Florida : 219;  314:  9:  16:1,119  ; 3,732:  1,748:  14  : 7,171 

Other  States  I/:  810:  115:  27;  0:  1 : 3;  2,653:5,929:  9,538 

Cuba : 25;  527:  611;  412:  397  ; 109:  1:  0:  2,082 

Mexico  : O:  43:  187;  4-07;  465  : 474:  169:  13:  1,753 

Other  imports  : 1: 2;  5: _7j 2_i 0;  0;  0; 17 

Total  ;1, 055; . 1.001;  339;  342:1,984  ; 4,318;  4 , 571 ; 5 , 956; 20 , 566 


1935- 36  : : ; : ; ; ; : ' : 

Florida  • 75:  354:  249:  341:  961  : 1,008:  2,918:  140:  6,046 

Other  States  1/:  404:  84;  6;  1;  4 : 58;  2,203:6,664;  9,424 

: 13:  559:  691;  439:  266  : 103;  3:  2/  : 2,124 

Mexico  .......  : o:  112:  186;  286:  419  : 767;  211:  2/  : 1,981 

Other  imports  ; 0i _0; 1: 9; 3_j 2/_j 2/ Ji 2^ 

492:  1.109:1.133:  1.126:1.653  : 1.943;  5.335;  6. 80~4;19 . 595 

1936- 37  3/  . . . . . . . . . 

Florida  • 176:  233;  555;  1,117:  1,351;  1,306;  829:  56;  5,623 

Other  States  i/:  601:  108:  3:  0:  2;  77';  2,916:6,271:  9,978 

: 88:  561:  616;  479:  347:  48:  1;  1:  2,141 

Mexico  ; 4;  187;  231;  .144:  307:  1,103;  696;  30:  2,702 

Other  imports  : 1 ; 2 : 0;  0; 0: 3.; 2/  : 1;  7 

-^otal  1,091:1,405;  1,740;  2,007;  2,537;  4, 442:6, 359:20, 451 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

1/  Includes  Puerto  Rico.  2/  Less  than  one-half  car.  ^ Prelimanary. 
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GHSEN  BEMS 

Green  beans  are  second  only  to  .toroa-toes  in  importance  among 
the  six  Florida  winter  vegetables  lander  survey.  Both  planted  and 
harvested  acreage  have  averaged  higher  in  the  3 post-agreement 
seasons  than  in  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons.  Acreage  abandonment 
was  higher  and  yields  lower  in  the  3 post-agreement . seasons , however, 
because  of  unfavorable  weather,  with  the  .re so,  1 1 that  average  produc- 
tion, declined  from,  the  level  of  the  pre-agreement  seasons.  Prices 
to  growers  showed  a steady  upward  trend  between  1932-33  and  1935-36, 
but  for  the  1936-37  season  were  slightly  lower  than  in  1935-36. 

Florida  is  the  principal  source  of  supply  of  green  beans 
from  November  to  April,  inclusive.  Practically  all  of  the  green 
beans  shipped  from  Florida  are  snap  beans.  Imports  of  snap  beans 
are  unimportant,  mnst  of  them  coming  from  Mexico,  with  insignificant 
quantities  fromi  Cuba.  The  latter  country  does,  however,  export 
modest  quantities  of  lima'beans  to  the  United' States.  In  the  Trade 
Agreement  with  Cuba,  the  duty  on' lima  beans,  fromthat  country  7/as 
reduced  from  2.8  cents  a.  pound  to  1.4  cents  a'pound  during  the  6-m.onth 
period  Decemher  to  May,  inclusive.  The  general  duty  on  lima  beans 
from  countries  other  than- Cuba  iS  3.5  cents  per  pound.  No  duty  reduc- 
tions were  made,  on' snap  beans,,  which  make  up  practically  all  of  the 
Florida  crop.  Average  imports  of  lima'beans  from  Cuba  have  increased 
slightly  in ' the  3 years  following  the  agreemient,  in  ■ comparison  with 
the  3 pre-agreement  years. 

The  production  of  snap  beans  in  Florida  is  divided  into  the 
fall,  v/inter,  and  spring  crops.  .The  average  acreage  planted  to 
each  of  these  three  crops  was  increased  materially  in  the  last  3 seasons 
over  that  planted  in  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons  - 1931-32  to  1933-34. 
The  increase  in  average  acreage  planted  to  the  fall  crop  amounted  to 
abou't  18  percent;  to  the  winter  crop,  50  percent;  and  to  the  spring 
crop,  10  percent.  .Considerable  abandonment  of  planted  acreage  during 
the  last  3 seasons,  owing, to  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  resulted 
in  the  harvested  acreage  of  the  fall  crop  averaging  slightly  smaller 
than  that  of  the  preceding  3 seasons,  although  this  decline  7/as  more 
than  offset  by  the  increases  in  the  harvested  acreage  of  the  early 
crops.  Much  smaller  yields  were  obtained  in  the  past  3 years  than 
in  the  earlier  period,  and  production  gf  each  of  the  three  crops 
averaged  smaller  in  theyears  1934-35  to  1936-37  than  in  the  3 years 
preceding.  Total  production  in  the  post-agreement  years  was  about 
13  percent  lower  than  in  the  pre-agreement  years. 

Producers  have  received  higher  prices  and  greater  income  for 
snap  beans  during  the  past  , 3 .years  than  in  the  pre-agreemient  years, 
largely  as  a result  of  improved  demand  .conditions , although  the  higher 
prices  are  partially  due  to  smaller  production.  It  is  indicated  that 
total  farm  income  from  sn^p-be an  .production  in  Florida  will  reach  almost 
$6,500,000  for  the  1936-37  season.  This  is  tlie  largest  income  received 
by  Florida  growers  of  snap  beans  ,in  the  past  6 years. 
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Carl  ot  shipments  of  green  beans  from  Florida,  the  major  part 
of  which  come  from  southern  Florida,  averaged  5,832  cars  from  1934- 
35  to  1936-37,  compared  with  an  average  of  7,732  cars  in  the  pre- 
agreement seasons  1931-32  to  1933-34.  The  deiline  of  25  percent  in 
carlot  shipments  was  in  part  due  to  the  smaller  crops  in  the  last 
3 seasons.  The  carlot  figures  do  not  include  movement  by  truck, 
which  has  been  increasing,  and  which  may  have  offset,  in  part  at 
least,  the  difference  between  the  decline  in  production  and  the  decline 
in  carlot  shipments.- 

.Carlot  shipments  of  lima  beans  from  Florida-  a-re,  not  shown 
separately  from  snap  beans;  consequently,  the  movement  of  lima  beans 
from  Florida  cannot  .be  compared  with  imports  of  lima  beans  from  Cuba, 
on  which  a -seasonal  reduction  in  duty  was  made.  Lima-bean  production 
in  Florida  -has  not  been  considered  sufficiently  important  to  be  reported 
separat^ely  . from,  snap  beans.  Imports  of  green  beans  from  Cuba,  consist- 
ing almost  entirely  of  lima  beans,  averaged  231  cars  in  the  3 post-agree- 
ment seasons  compared  with  195  cars  in  the  previous  3 seasons. 

Since  Florida-  ships  few  lima  beans  and  Cuba  ships  very  few 
snap  beans,  little  significance  is  to;be  attached  to  the  seasonal 
trends  in  shipments.  It  may  be  noted ,- however , that  during  the  6 seasons 
covered  by  this  report,  about  93  percent  of  the,  imports  of  green  beans 
from  Cuba  occurred  during  the  months  pf  December  to  May,  inclusive, 
when  the  lower  duty  is  in  effect. 
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Tatle  12.  Snap  beans:  Planted  and  harvested  acreage,  yield,  produc- 

tion, farm  price,  and  farm  value  in  Plorida, 
1931-32  to  1936-37 


; 1931-32  ; 1932-33:  1933-34:  1934-55:  1935-36;  1936-37  l/ 


Planted  acreage  Acres 


Fall  

14,000 

14 , 500 

22,500 

17,500 

19,000 

23 , 600 

Early  (l)  ... 

14,000 

26 , 800 

21,000 

31,000 

30,000 

32,000 

Early  (2)  ... 

17,500 

13 , 500 

23 , 800 

25,000 

20,000 

15,500 

Total  

45 . 500 

54 . 800 

67.300 

73.500 

69.000 

71 . 100 

Harvested  acreasre 

Fall  

14,000 

10  500 

20  500 

14  000 

11  000 

18  000 

Early  (l)  ... 

14,000 

26 , 800 

21,000 

28,000 

30,000 

30,000 

Early  (2)  ... 

13,500  ^ 

13,500 

21,300 

25,000 

20,000 

8,000 

Total  

41,500 

50 , 800 

62 , 800 

67,000 

61,000 

56,000 

Yield  per  acre 

P’-.shel 

3 

Fall  

135 

95 

■|  0'5 

86 

100 

100 

Early  ( 1)  ... 

106 

96 

120 

. 80 

60 

65 

Early  (2)  ... 

. 84 

106 

80 

65 

70 

80 

Total  

109 

98 

102 

76 

70 

78 

Production  ^ 

r 

thousand  1 

mshels 

Fall  

1 , 890 

998 

2,152 

1,204 

1,100 

1,800 

Early  (l)  ... 

1,484 

2,573 

2,520 

2,240 

1,800 

1^950 

Early  (2)  ... 

1.134 

1.431 

1.704 

1.625 

1.400 

640 

Total  

4.508 

5,002 

6.376 

5,069 

4.300 

4,390 

Price  oer  bushel 

Dollar: 

Fall  

1.10 

1.40 

.65 

1.30 

1.30 

1.00 

Early  (l)  ... 

1.64 

.80 

1.30 

1.30 

1.65 

1.70 

Early  (2)  ... 

1.70 

.70 

1.00 

1.00 

1.45 

2.15 

Total  ..... 

1.30 

.85 

.95 

1.20 

1.50 

1.48 

Value 

r 

ihousand 

iollars 

Fall 

2,079 

1,397 

1,119 

1,565 

1,430 

1,800 

Early  (l)  ... 

2,434 

2,058 

3,276 

2,912 

2,970 

3,315 

Early  (2)  ... 

1,445 

901 

1,704 

1,625 

2.030 

1.376 

Total  

5,958 

4,356 

6,099 

6,102 

6,430 

6,491 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  quantities  not  harvested,  as  follows:  1931-32,  Early(2), 

284.000;  1932-33,  Early  (2),  144,000;  1933-34,  Fall,  430,000. 
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Table  13.  'Snap  "beans:  Acreage  harvested  in  Florida, 

1931-32  to  1936-37 


'Counties 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  - 

Acre  s 

Ac  re  s 

"Acre  s 

' Acre  s 

Acre  s 

Ac  re  s 

'District  8 

Brevard 

Broward 
Charlotte  .... 

Coll ier  

Dade  ......... 

De  Sbto  

Gladft  R ......  1 

7,700 

100 
. 550 
. ' 50 

•-  250 
50 
525 

19;000 

• 200 
• l-,500 

100 

100 

275 

14,000 

100 

650 

50 

75 

350 

25 

17,700 

■ 300 
2,300 

50 

• 50 
700 

* 50 

•23; 500 

■ ■ 100 
■ 2; 200 
• 100 
• 200 
■ 50 
900 

26 , 800 

1 ,200 
100 
3 00 
50 
1,300 

Hardee  

Hendry 

Highlands  . . . '. 

Indihn  liver  . . 

Lee  . 

500 

600 

300 

400 

450 

400 

Manatee  .....  1 

' 200 
■ ' 375 

■ 500 
325 

800 

700 
• 350 

150 

400 

1,300 

■ • • 150 
300 

1,100 

100 

300 

800 

Martin 

Monroe  

Okeechobee  ... 

700 

Palm  Beach  . . . 

19,000 

18 , 600 

36,800 

36,700 

26,000 

17 , 700 

St . Lucie  .... 

350 

425 

• 300 

400 

450 

400 

Sarasota  

50 

150 

50 

50 

50 

V 

Total  

30,400 

42,575 

55, 150 

60,550 

55 , 550 

49,450 

Districts  1.  3. 

and  5 

11,100 

8,225 

7,650 

6,450 

5,450 

6,550 

Grand  total  .... 

41,500 

50 , 800 

62,800 

67,000 

61,000 

56,000 

Compiled  from  official  sources 
1/  Preliminary. 
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Ta'bl^  14.  Snap  "beans;  Estimated  prices  received  "by  growers 
■ in  Elorida,  1931-32  to  1936-37, 

by  mo n tils. 


(Dollars  per  bushel) 


■Mon  th 
■ and 
ave  raee  s 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  i-/ 

Octob'er  ......  ' 

1.-65 

.60  ' 

1.60 

l.'lO 

1.50 

.85 

ITovember  ....  ' 

1.05 

1.50 

.55 

1.20  ■ 

. 85. 

1.20 

December  ■.  . . . 

.90 

1.85 

■ .65 

1.40 

3.05. 

.95 

January  ' 

1.00 

.70 

1.10 

4.45 

. 2.00 

.95 

Eebruary  .... 

1.35 

.70 

1.55 

1.50 

. 1.30 

2.60 

March" 

3.95 

.95 

1.50 

1.15 

1,70 

2.55 

April  

3.75 

.85 

1.30 

1.15 

1,55, 

2.35 

May  

1.15 

.65 

.75 

.60 

.1.35 

1.70 

June  

.70 

- 

- 

- 

,1.05 

1.45 

Averages: 

Eall  

1.10 

1.64 

1.40 

.80 

.65 

u 

. 1.30 

1.30  . . 

l.CO 

Early  (l) 

1.30 

1.30 

1.65  . , 

1.70 

-Early  (2) 

1.70 

.70 

1.00 

. 1.00 

.1..45 

2.15 

Avh’hag'e  for 
the  State  . . . 

' 1.30 

.85 

.95 

; 1.20 

1.50 

1.48 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
ij  Preliminary. 
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Table  15.  G-reen  beans, " including  lima,  beans:*  fresh;  Summary  of  carlot 
shipments  from  Florida  and  other  States,  and  imports, 
November  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources  . • . 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34i 1934-35; 1935-36 

•1936-37 

Cars. 

Cars 

Gars  . ■:  Cars  Cars’  ' 

Cars 

Florida  By  rail  f.r’om 

counties’:  ' ' ' ‘ 

Broward  . . . . ’ 

1,610 

2,102 

2,067:  1,352  : 1,223 

1,431 

Dade  . 

38 

160 

78:  118  : 87 

84 

Glade  s‘ ' 

12 

3 

3:  , 1 : . . . 25 

■ 0 

Hendry-  » , . ; vol. . . ; 

12 

15 

23?  4 : 16 

c 1 

Okeechobee  

92 

132 

219;  123  : 61 

49 

Palm  Beach  . .- ; . . 

3,410 

3,379 

4,743:.  3,463  ; 2,914. 

3 , 544 

Other  southern  counties 

■ '70 

■ 111 

94:',  43  . 18 

28 

Total  southern  rFl'orida  , . 

■ "5,244 

5,902 

7,227:'  5,104  : 4,344 

5,137 

Total  northern  Florida  . . 

■ 1,219 

1 , 262 

1.568:  998  ; 743 

514  . 

Total  Florida,  by  rail  ... 

6,(463, 

7 , 164 

8,795:  6.102'  : 5,087 

5,651 

Total  Florida,  bj’-  boat  ,. 

148 

297 

329:  260-  ; . 180 

217 

Total  Florida  

. 6.611 

7.451 

9. 124:’  6.362  ; 5.267 

5.  868 

Texas  

379 

450 

184*  89 ' : 184 

33 

Other  States 1 . . 

',2,566  . 

' 1,623 

2.769;  2,902  ';  '2,082 

1,  696 

Total  United  States  ..... 

• \ !. 

;■  9.556 

9 . 534 

12.077::  9.353  7. 533  ' 

7.597 

Receipts  from  Puerto  Rico 

2 ' 

3/. 

: 2/  ; 5 ; 6 

2/ 

Total  United  States  origin 

9. 558 

9.534 

12.077:  9.358  : 7.539 

7.597 

Imports 

1.  1 

Cuba 

201 

204 

.180;  180  : 285 

228 

Mexico  . . . ■ , , 

171 

94 

43*  39  “ ■ 42 

■ ■ ■ 5 

Other  countries  . 

0 

0 

2/  ; 0 ; 0 

1 

Total  imports  

372 

298 

223:  219  : 327 

234 

Grand  total  , . 

9,930 

9,832 

12,300:  9,577  : 7,866 

7,831 

Coirtpiled  from  official  sources. 

Cars  of  about  20,000  pounds.  Southern  Florida  includes  Indian  River,  Okee- 
chobee, Highlands,  Hhrdee,  lianatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  them. 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  one-half  car. 
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Table  16.  Green  beansj  including  Lina  beansj  fresh;  Summary  of  carlot 
shipments  and  imports,  fTovemher  to  June,  1931-32  to 

1935-37 


Sources  ” STov.  ' Dec.jJan.',  |jeh.  Ma.;r. ,‘,Apr.  'May  [June  [ Total 


; Gars  ; Cars  ; Cars  ; Car s ; Oars ; Cars  ; Cars  : Cars  : Cars 

1931- 32  ; ; ; ; : ; ; ; . : 

Florida ; 1 ,330: 1 ,403 ;1 , 254;  876;.;  , .456  ; 264;  987;  41;  6,611 

Other  States  ...  ; 70:  3;.  6;  .48;  136;  9;1,443;1,230:  2,945 

Cuba ■.  ; '12;  ,77;  :'  '26;  42;  43;  l/  : l/  ;.  a:  201 

Mexico ; • o'.:  16;  : 78:  62:  id;  '4;  1;'  Or  171 

From  Puerto  Rico  : 1/  ; 1/ : 1/  s 1:  ,1:  1/  ; 0:.,,,0:  '2 

Total  ....... ;1, 412rl, 499:1, 364;~1, 029;  • 646;  277:2, 432;1>271;  9,930 

1932- 33  : ; ■ : • - ^ ' S,  ; ' . . ’ 

Florida  ; 597:  603 ;1,;515: 1,375:1, 332 ;.l, 425 : . .597;- • 17:  7,461 

Other  States  ....  ; 149;'  5:  ‘ -I;-  0:.  31;^  382:  . 895.:.  - 610:  2,073 

Cuba : O;  63-  -Si;  ' 35;  ' ' '46;.  •,  0;  0:  0:  '204 

Mexico : 1:-  - .24;  '49;  14:.  ; 5;'.  , , 1:'  1/  .•  -O:'  " 94 

From  Puerto  Rico  ; .0;:  1/:  l/  : 'l/'  : .!/.:’  1/  : ■■.  0:.  . 0:  '1/ 

Total  ; 756;:  695:1. 616;1.424:i';41'4':1.8Q8:l. 492;  -627:  9-'832 

1933- 34  ':  ' ; ' ’ : 

Florida  : 1 , 522: 1 ,279; 1 ,454; 1,049; 1 ,321: 1 ,429; 1 ,007:  , 63;  9,124 

Other  States  ...  ; 1.70;  . 19:  4.;;  , P:  17;  13'5;T,'554: 1 ,053  ; 2,953 

Cuba  ............  ; -6;  ' 70‘:  58;  27;  15:  4;  0:  _p.:,,.180 

Mexico  : O;  , 3;  ,8;  26:  ' 6:  ■ l/’ ' 1/ ' : * ’ ' ’ 0:  43 

From  Puerto  Rico  : 1/  ; 1/ ; l/  ; 1/  ; 1/  ; 0:  0;  Q:  u X/ 

Total  ; 1, 698;  1. , 371;  1. 524;  1, 103  :'l, 3^;  i;  568;  2, '561:1,116;  12, 300 


1934-35  : ' •;  . ’ d"  : ; 

Florida  ..■ ; 955;  508;  65:1, 401:1, 508:1, '509;  ^99:-  17:  6,362 

Other  States  ...  ; 145;  2:;  0:  ■ 0;‘  0:  l76;l, 618:1, 050:  2,991 

Cuba  : H;  58;  23  : 40  ; 48;  ''  0:  1/  ■ 'O:  . I80 

Mexico : O:  2;  22:  10;  2:  ' 1:  1:  l/:  39 

From  Puerto  Rico  ; ’ 1/  ; 1/  ; 3;  1;  1;  1/  ; 0;  0;  5 

Total  ;1,111;  570;  113;1, 452:1, 559:1, 636:2, 019;.l, 067;  9, •577 


1935-36  '■  ■■  . . . . . . ' ; ; ' 

Florida  .... :1,028:  246:  . 717;  949:  772;  835:  633;  37:  5,267 

Other  States  ...  : 147;  58;.  7;  0:  ’ 1:  136:  ' 858; 1 ,059;  2,266 

Cuba : 23:  118;  63:  50:  ■ 31;  1/  : 0:  ..0:.  285 

Mexico : 5 1/  : 3:  34;  5;  l/  : li  ' ' 1/ : ' 0;  42 

From  Puerto  'Rico  : 1/  ; 1/  ; 1;  4;  .-1;  0;  0;  0: ^ 

Total  ;l,198;  424;  822;1.008;  805; 1 .022; 1 .491 ; 1,096:7,866- 


1936-37  : ; ! ! i 

Florida  : 1 , 145: 1 ,185;  1 , 262;  470:  537:  841:  363;  65;  5,868- 

Other  States  ...  ; 64;  3:  0;  0:  11;  48;.  998::,r  605;'  1,729 

Cuba ; 26:  60:  81;  29:  32:  1/  ;'  0:  0:  228 

Mexico : O;  1;  2:  1:  1:  1/  : l/:  1/  : 5 

From  Puerto  Rico  : 1/  : 1/  : l/  : 1/  : 1/  ; 0;  0;  0;  1/ 

Other  imports  ..  .-  Ori—  Or  1; i/~.;  0;’  . 9;  Q;  X 


Compiled  from  official  source 
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POTATOSS 

On  the  "basis  of  farm  income,  new  potatoes  rank  third  among 
the  six  Florida  vegetables  considered  in  this  survey.  Plantings 
have  increased  rapidly  since  the  1932-33  season,  and  despite  unfavor- 
able weather,  prod\icti6n  and  carlot  shipments  have  averaged  higher 
for  the  3 seasons  since  the  Cuban  agreement  than  for  the  3 pre-agreemeA t 
seasons.  Prices  received  by  growers  also  have  moved  upward. 

Florida  is  the  c'nief  source  of  new  potatoes  from  December  to 
March,  inclusive,  although  small  quantities  are  imported  in  these 
months,  principally  from  Cuba,  and  Bermuda.  In  the  trade  agreement, 
the  duty  of  60  cents  per  100  pounds  on  white  potatoes  from  Cuba  was 
reduced  to  30  cents  par  100  pounds  for  the  3-month  period  from  Decem- 
ber through  February.  Tlie  general  rate  of  duty  on  white  potatoes, 
other  than  seed  potatoes,  which  is  applicable  to  all  countries  except 
Cuba,  is  75  cents  per  100  pounds.  Imports  of  - new  potatoes  from 
Cuba  increased  slightly  during  the  post-agreement  seasons,  but 
averaged  only  about  50  cars  a year  for  thb  6 seasons  under  review. 

About  half  of  the  imports  are  received  from  Cuba  during  the  lower- duty 
months,  while  only  13  percent  of  the  shipments  from  Florida  move 
during  these  months,  fue  proportion  shipped  from  Florida,  particularly 
from  the  southern  counties,  during  the  lower-duty  months  is  increasing. 

The  acreage  planted  to  commercial  early  potatoes  in  Florida 
during  the  last  3 seasons,  1934-35  to  1936-37,  averaged  32  percent 
greater  than  in  the  3 seasons  preceding  the  agreement.  The  expansion 
has  been  particularly  marked  in  south  Florida.  The  planted  potato 
acreage  in  south  Florida  expanded  from  3 ,500  acres  in  1931-32  to  12,000 
acres  in  1936-37.  In  the  remainder  of  the  State  acreage  expansion  has 
been  much  less  pronounced. 

Because  of  unfavorable  growing  conditions,  particularly  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  in  1934-35  and  1935-36,  yields  per 
acre  during  the  last  three  seasons  have  not  averaged  as  high  as  in 
the  preceding  3 seasons.  As  a consequence,  production  of  early  pota- 
toes in  the  State  as  a whole  hasnot  expanded  as  fast  as  the  planted 
acreage.  But  in  south  Florida,  where  yields  have  averaged  higher  in 

the  past  3 years,  production  has  increased  faster  than  the  planted 
acreage . 


Prices  and  income  received  by  producers  of  early  potatoes 
have  increased  considera.bly  in  recent  years.  This  increase  ma-y  be 
attributed  largely  to  iirproved  demand  conditions,  and  to  somewhat 
less  coirpetition  with  old-stock  potatoes  carried  over  from  the  late 
northern  crop,  particularly  in  1936-37.  It  is  indicated  that  total 
income  from  the  early  potato  crop  in  Florida  is  in  excess  of  $5,000,000 
in  the  1936-37  season,  $2,628,000  of  which  went  to  south  Florida  produ- 
cers. This  is  the  largest  income  received  from  potatoes  in  the  past  6 
years  for  the  State  as  a whole,  and  the  largest  on  record  for  the  south 
Florida  area. 
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Carlot  shipments  of  new  potatoes  from  Florida  have  averaged 
4,893  cars  since  the  Cuban  agreement  became  effective,  compared 
with  an  average  of  4,098  cars  in  the  preceding  3 years.  The  increase 
in  shipments  is  due  to  the  larger  production  of  potatoes  in  the  State; 
both  production  and  carlot  shipments  have  increased  by  approximately 
20  percent.  During  the  6 years  covered  by  this  report,  shipments 
of  new  potatoes  from  southern  Florida  increased  from  a low  of  334 
cars  in  the  1931-32  season  to  a high  of  1,388  cars  in  1936-37. 

Imports  of  new  potatoes  from  Cuba  are  of  minor  importance. 
Imports  averaged  40  cars  in  the  3 pre-agreement  years  compared  with 
an  .average  of  60  cars  in  the  3 years  since  the  agreement. 

Shipments  of  new  potatoes  from  Florida  start  in  December, 
but  the  movement  does  not  usually  reach  important  proportions  until 
February.  Shipments  continue  to  increase  in  March,  generally  reach 
a peak  in  April,  and  practically  cease  in  June.  Siiipments  from 
southern  Florida  are  highest  in  February  or  March.  During  the  6 
years  covered  by  this  report,  approximately  13  percent  of  the  ship- 
ments of  new  potatoes  from  Florida  occur.'  during  the  3-month  period 
December  to  February,  when  the  reduced  duty  is  in  effect  on  Cuban 
potatoes,  but  a little  over  half  of  the  potatoes  from  southern  Florida 
are  moved  in  these  months.  Shipments  from  south  Florida  began  to 
move  in  heavy  volume  in  the  1936-37  season  earlier  than  in  preceding 
years,  with  unusually  heavy  sH'ipments  recorded  in  December  and  January. 

About  one-half  of  the-  small  imports  from  Cuba  arrive  in  the 
•3  months -from  December  to  February.  Practically  no  increase  in  imports 
from  Cuba  occurred  during  these  lower-duty  months  in  the  3 seasons 
following  the  agreement,  the  increase,  in  total  inports  from  Cuba, 
from  an  average  of  40  cars  to  an  average  of  60  cars,  having  taken 
place  outside  the  lower-duty  months.  The  proportion  of  the  inports 
received  from  Cuba  in  the  lower-duty  months  declined  fromi  60  percent 
of  the  total  in  the  3 seasons  prior  to  the  agreement  to  42  percent 
since  the  agreement.  On  the  other  hand,  60  percent  of  the  total 
shipments  from  southern  Florida  moved  during  the  lower-duty  months 
in  the  post-agreement  seasons,  compared  with  40  percent  in  the  pre- 
agreement seasons. 
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TalDle  17.  Potafcss,  commercial  early:  Planted  and  harvested 

acreage,  yield,  production,  farm  price 
and  farm  value,  in  Florida,  1931-32  to 
1936-37 


1931-32:  1932-33:  1933-34:  1934-35:  1935-36:  193  6^7 1/ 


Planted  acreage  : Acres 

South  ......  : 3,500  : 2,500  : 6,400  : 6,800  : 7,700  : 12,000 

North  : 18,000  ; 14,500  : 17,l00  ; 18,000  : 16, 800  ; 20,800 

■ Total  .'. ..  :21,500  : 17,000  : 23,500  : 24 , 800  : 24 , 500  ; 32,800 


South  2/  ,...:  3,500  : 2,500  : 6,400  : 6,800.  ; 7,700  : 12,000 

North  :18,000  ; 14,500  : 17,100  ;18,000  ;16.8Q0  : 19,300 

Total  ....  :21,500  : 17,000  : 23,500  :24,800  :24,500  : 31,300 


Yield  per  acre  : • Bushels 

South  : 83  ; 118  : 140  : 130  : 107  : 146 

North  : 68 ; 134  : l^j 85  : 84  : 106 

Total  ... . : 70  : 132  : 140  : 97  : ' 91  : 121 


P_roduction  : Thousand  hushels 

South : 290  : 295  : 896  : 884  ’:  824  : 1,752 

North  : 1,215  ; 1,949  : 2,394  : 1,522  : 1,411  ; 2,044 

Total  : 1,505  :_  2,244  : 3,290  : 2,406  : 2,235  : 3,796 


Price  per  bushel  : Dollars 

South : 1.50  : .,90  : 1.20  : 1.30  : 1.30  : 1.50 

North  : 1.23  ; . 84  : 1.10  : .89  : 1.50  : 1.25 

' Total  ....  : 1.23  : .85  : ’l.l3  : 1.04  : 1.43  : 1.37 


Value  : Thousand  dollars 

South : 435  : 266  : 1,075  : 1,149  : 1,071  : 2,628 

North ; 1,498 : 1 , 642  : 2,633  : 1,354  : 2,116  : 2,555 

Total  : 1,933  : 1,908  : 3,708  : 2,503  : 3,187  : 5,183 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  a small  acreage  and  prodn.ction  in  the  follov/ing  coun 
which  are  not  usually  classed  as  south  Florida;  Hillsborough, 
Marion,  Osceola,  Pasco,  Polk,  and  Seminole. 


Table  18.  Potatoes,  coirmercial  early  Irish;  Acreage  harvested 

in  Florida,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Count ie  s 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Acres 

Acres  . 

Ac  res 

Acre  s . 

Ac  res 

Acres 

District  8 

Brevard 

50 

26 

Broward  

50  . 

50 

250 

100 

200 

300 

Charlotte  ... 

50  . 

50 

' 20 

Collier 

50 

Dade  ........ 

800 

1 ,000 

3,006 

3,700 

4,600 

6,500 

De  Soto  

150 

350 

300 

350 

300 

300 

Glades  

25 

Hardee  ...... 

200  ' 

50 

125 

100 

. . 100 

150 

■ Hendry  ...... 

50  ' 

Highlands  . . . 

Indian  River- 

300 

25 

200 

50 

300 

250 

Lee  

350 

450 

800 

650 

600 

650 

Manatee  

75 

50 

175 

100 

100 

450 

Mart  in * 

25 

25 

100 

Monroe  

Okeechobee  . . 

50 

25 

25 

50 

25 

100 

Palm  Beach  . . 

700 

100 

400 

1,150 

900 

2,400 

St . Lucie  ..." 

150 

25 

75 

25t 

100 

100 

Sarasota  . . . _. 

25 

50 

50 

50 

100 

Total  ....’. 

3,000 

2,175 

5,445 

6,400 

7,275 

11,450 

Districts  1-  3. 

and  5 ........ 

18,500 

14,825 

18,055 

18,400 

17, 225 

19,850 

Grand  total  . . . 

21,500 

17,000 

23 , 500 

24,800 

24 , 500 

31,300 

Corapiled  from  official  sources 
!_/  Preliminary. 
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Table  19.  ■ Potatoes,  early  Irish:  Estirrated  prices  received  hy 

growers  in  Florida,  1931-32  to  1-936-37, 
hy  months.’  ' 


(Dollars  per  hushel) 


Months 

and 

average  s 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Decemhe  r . . . 

. 2.00 

1,75 

1.20 

1.65 

1.45 

January  .... 

.1.50 

1.45 

■ '1.40 

1.30 

■ 1.70 

1.40 

Fehiuary  . . . 

. 1.35 

1.15 

; 1.15 

• 1.20 

1.20' 

1.45 

March 

1.20 

. 90 

; 1.20 

■ 1.30- 

1.30 

1.60 

April  w' 

- 1,50 

. .85 

, .1.20 

■ 1.20' 

■ l;50- 

1.30 

Ivlay  ........ 

. 1 . 25; 

.75 

; 1,15 

.75 

1.45 

1.10 

June  

- 

_ ■ . - 

1.45 

- 

Average  s: 
South  .... 

1-.50 

.90 

1.20 

1-.30 

1.30  . 

1.50 

North  .... 

1.23 

.84- 

1.10 

.80 

1.50 

1.25 

Average  for 

the  State  . . 

1.28 

. 85 

• 1..13 

1.04 

1.43 

Compiled  -frPm  ■official  sources.- 
ij  Preliminary. 
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Tatle  20.  New  potatoes,  fresh:  Surnniary  of  carlot  shipments  from 

Florida, . and  other  States,  and  imports',  Novem- 
ber to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

‘193  6-37- 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Florida  - By  rail  from 

counties: 

Dade  

143 

228 

738 

820 

735 

884 

De  Soto  

19 

46 

58 

29 

12 

2 9 

Lee  

57 

81 

166 

83 

107 

76 

Palm  Beach  ' 

56 

7 

60 

70 

149 

298 

Other  southern  counties 

59 

14 

136 

43 

50 

101 

Total  southern  Florida  .... 

334 

: 376 

1,158 

1,045 

1,053 

1,388 

Total  northern  Florida 

2.076 

3.281 

3.860 

1.904 

2.137 

4.007 

Total  Florida,  by  rail  .... 

2,410 

3,657 

5,018 

2,949 

'3,190 

5,395 

Total  Florida,  by  boat  .... 

164 

370 

674 

, 978 

795 

1,371 

Total  Florida 

2,574 

4,027 

5,692 

3,927 

3,985 

6,766 

Texas  

3 473 

2 349 

2 398 

954 

1 916 

2 086 

California  

1,562 

2 288 

2 537 

3 965 

5 727 

11,472 

Other  States  

18,201 

22,134 

28,295 

21,138 

21,316 

30,492 

Total  United  States  

25,810 

30,798 

38,922 

29,984 

32,944 

50,816 

Receipts  from  Puerto  Rico 

0 

z! 

2/ 

2 

1 

0 

Receipts  from  Hawaii  

0 

0 

29 

25 

57 

93 

Total  United  States  origin 

25,810 

30,798 

38,951 

30,011 

33,002 

50,909 

Imports 

Cuba 

56 

61 

2 

61 

80 

3 9 

Mexico  

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

Be  rrauda 

50 

51 

48 

28 

29 

20 

Other  countries 

0 

9 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Total  imports  

108 

121 

51 

90 

113 

64 

Grand  total  

25,918 

30,919 

39,002 

30,101 

33,115 

50 , 973 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Cars  of  about  36,000  pounds.  Southern  Florida  includes  Indian  River,  Okee- 
chobee, Highlands,  Hardee,  Manatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  them. 

X!  Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  one -half  car. 
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Table  21.  New  potatoes,  fresh;  Sunimary  of  carlot  shipments  and  imports, 
November  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources  _N>ov,  |Dec.  Jan.  |Feb.  *Mar.  jApril*.  May  June  ! Total 


! Cars: Oars: Cars: Cars  ; Car s ■ Cars  : Cars  : Cars  : Cars 

1931-32  : : ; : : 

Florida  ; 7 : 7 : 30:  204;  887;  647;  721;  62:  2,574 

Other  States-/;  0 : 35  : 56;  35;  232:  813:  4, 838;  T7 , 227 : ,.:',23 ,236 

Cuba : 0:2/:  12:  22:  ,6;  8:  8:  0;  56 

Mexico ; 2:  0:  0:  0:  0:  0:  0:  0:  2 

Other  imports  ; 0 ; 4 ; 17;  4; 1;  ' 5;  18; ]j 50_ 

Total : 9 : 46  : 124;  265:1,126:1,473;  5,585:17,290:  25,918 


1932-35  : : : ; * : : : • : 

Florida  ; 0 : 0 : 11:  195:  751:1,927:  1,108:  35;  4,027 

Other  States  l/;  0 : 23  ;•  26;  3.:  26:1,138:  7,377:18,178:  26,771 

Cuba : 0 ; 0 : 8;  28:  23;  1:  1;  0:  61 

Mexico :0;0;  o:  0:  0:  0:  0:  0:  0 

Other  imports  ; 6 ; 7 ; 10; 9;  10;  11; 6j Ij 60 

Total : 6 ; 30  ; 55;  255;  810:3,077;  8,492:18,214;  30,919 


1933-34  :::::::  : ; 

Florida  ; 0 : 9 : 52;  399:1,086:2,399;  1,704;  43;  5,692 

Other  States^/:  0 : 52  : 14:  3:  134:1,016;  9,374:22,666:  33,259 

Cuba ; 0 : 0 : 2;  2/  : 0:  0:  0:  2 

Mexico ; 0 : 0 : 0;  0;  0:  0:  0:  0:  0 

Other  imports  ; 2/;  9 ; 25;  6;  7;  2;  1;  1:  49 

Total : 2/:  70  : 91;  408:1, 227:3, 417:11, 079:22, 710:- 39,002 


1934-35  :::::::  : : 

Florida  • 0 : 41  : 106:  386;  732:  923:  1,718:  21:  3,927 

Other  States  1/;  0 : 31  ; 33:  18:  ,15:  825:  8,265:16,897:  26,084 

Cuba : 0 ; 0 : 12:  9r  1:  39:  0:  0:  61 

Mexico : 0 :•  0 : 0;  0:  . 0;  0:  0:  0;  0 

Other  imports  ; 2/  ; 3j 2: 5;  2;  14;  5;  0;  29 

^otal  : 2/  : 75  : 153:  416:  750:1,801:  9,988:16,918;  30,101 


1935-36  ; : : ; : 

Florida  ; 0 : 20  : 84;  439:  661:1,659:  1,088:  34:  3,985 

Other  States  1 / : 0 : 14  : 20;  25;  64:1,714:10,011:17,169:  29,017 

Cuba : 0 ; 3 : 4:  20:  22:  , 25:  0:  6:  80 

Mexico ; 0 : 0 : 0:  0:  0:  0:  0:  3:  3 

Other  imports  ; 2/  ; 10  ; 4;  6;-  5;  1;  2;  2;  30 

Total  . 2/  . 47  . 112:  490;  752:3,399:11,101:17,214;  33,115 

1956-37  ; ; i j i j j 

T'lorida ; 4 :119,;  372;  976:1,506:2,705;  1,060;  24:  6,766 

Other  States!/  ; 0 : 24  ; 103:  29;  127:1,560:13,450:28,840:  44,143 

Cuba ; 0 ; 1 : 15:  10;  12:  1;-  0:  0;  39 

Mexico ! 0 : 2/  : 2/  : 2:  2:  0:  0;  0:  5 

Other  imports  : l_j 4 ; 4;  2:  2;  6; Ij 0; 20 

Total  ; 5 ;i43  ; 495; 1 ,019; 1 , 649:4, 372; 14, 521 : 23, 864;  50,975 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

1/  Puerto  Rico  and  Hawaii  included.  2/  Less  than  one-half  car.  3/  Preliminary. 
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PEPPERS  . 

Peppers  are  one  of  the  less  important  vegetables  grovm  in  Florida, 
ranking  fourth  from  the  standpoint  'of  farra  income,  among  the  six  vege- 
tables considered  in  this  report.  The  planted  acreage  has  averaged  some- 
what larger  in  the  last  three  seasons,  1934-35  to  1936-37,  'than  in  the  pre- 
ceding three  seasons,  although  1936-37  plantings  'vere  the  smallest  in  the 
six  seasons.  The  harvested  acreage,  on  the  other  hand,  has  averaged  some- 
what lo?/er,  primarily  as  the  ‘result  of  heavy  abandonment  in  1935-36,  and, 
to  a lesser  extent,  in  h934«35.  Yields  per  acre  have  averaged  lower  for  ^ 
the  past  three  seasons,  particularly  in  1934-35,  due  to  unsatisfactory  wea- 
ther conditions,  and  total  production  has  been  lovrer.  Prices  to  growers 
have  averaged  higher  in  the  last  throe  seasons  than  in  the  preceding  three 
seasons,  ■ ■ . . . . 

Florida  is  the  major  domestic  source  of,  supply  ot  green  peppers 
from  December  to  May,  inclusive.  Imports',  amounting  to  about  16  percent 
of  the  quantity  shipped  from  Florida  during'  the  November-June  season,  were 
about  equally  divided  betx'/een;  Cuba  and  Mexico  over  .the  6-year  period 
covered  by  this  report.  One  of  the  concessions  granted  to  Cuba  in  the 
trade  agreement  v.as  a reduction  in  the  duty  on  peppers,  from  2 cents  to 
1,,5  cents,  per  pound  during  the  4 months,  January  to;  April, . inclusive,  .The 
general  rate  of  duty  applicable  to  all  countries  except  Cuba,  is  2,5  cents 
per  pound.  Imports  of  green  peppers  from..  Cuba ; have  increased,  from  an 
average  of  54  cars  during  the . three . pre-agreement  seasons  lo  sin  average  of 
221  cars  in  the  three  post-agreement  seasons,  .Imports  from  Mexico  have' 
increased  from  an  average  of  94  cars  to  an  average  of  217  cars, . although 
the  duty  has  not  been  lowered  to  countries  other  than  Cuba,  During  the 
six  seasons  imder  review,  93  percent  of  the  green  pepper  imports  from  ■ 

Cuba  were  received  during  the  months  in  which  the  lower  duties  are. now  in 
effect,  while  55 'percent  of  the  Florida  shipments,  were  made  iii  these  months. 

The  production  of  greeii  peppers  in  Florida  may  be  separated  into 
fall,  vdnter  and 'spring -crops,'  The  acreage  planted  to  the  fall  dnd  spring 
crops  has  tended  :to . expand  while  that  planted  to  winter  peppers  has  re- 
mained fairly  stable.  In  the '1933-37  season',  liovrover,  fall ‘and  ' spting 
plantings  vrcre  reduced  sharply.  Although. the  total  planted  acreage  in- 
creased substontially  in  1934-35  and  1935-36,  abandonment  was  unusually 
heavy  in  the  latter  year  as  a result  of  hurricane  daraage.  Ho  .abandonment 
occurred  in  1936-37,  and  despite  reduced  plantings,  ;the  harvested  acreage 
vj-as  larger  than  in  the  preceding  season.  Usually,  about  .tvxo.-. thirds  of 
the  harvested  acreage  of  green  poppers  in  Florida  is  located  in  the : south- 
ern tier  o.f  counties.  This  acreage,  like  that  in  .thq  remainder  pf  the 
State.,  has.  fluctuated  fr.om  year  to  year,  but  shoi/s  no  marked  .tendency  -tovnrd 
any  expansion  or  retraction,  . , . 

Because  oD  the  unfavorable  grov/ing  conditions',  yio.lds  of  green  pop- 
pers have  averaged  lower  in  the  past’  three  seasons  than  in  the  three  pre- 
ceding seasons.  The  relatively  lo^'J'  yields,  tog.ethcr  v/ith  the  smaller  har- 
vested acreage,  have  resulted  'in  a smaller'  production  of  green  poppers  for 
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the  State  as  a whole  than  in  earlier  years.  This  is  particvilarly 
true  of  the 'fall  and  printer  crops.  The  spring  crop  has  been  favored 
1'ri.th  better  grovj-ing  vreather,  and  production  tended  to  increase  sharply 
through  1935-36  but  declined  to  a low  level  in  1936-37  because  of 
small  plantings.  The  smaller  plantings  for  the  1937  spring  crop  \vere 
probably  a direct  result  of  the  low  prices  received  for  the  large 
spring  production  of  the  previous  year. 

Because- of  improved  demand  and  smaller  crops  for  the  State  as 
a whole,  prices  have  averaged  slightly  higher  during  the  last  3 .. 
years  than  in  the  earlier  period.  The  slightly  higher  average- prices 
did  not  make  up  for  the  decrease  in  production,  hov/evcr,  and  the 
total  income  from  the  production  of  green  peppers  averaged  9 percent 
less  in  the  period  from  1934-35  to  1936-37  than  in  the  3 years  pre- 
ceding, '■  • • - - . 

Shipments  of  greeiT  poppers  from  Florida  averaged  1,737  cars 
during  the  3- seasons  in  which  the  Cuban  agreement  has  been  in  effect, 
compared  i'd.th  1,996  cars  in  the  3 earlier . seasons.  The  smaller  ship- 
ments are  explained  largely  by  a decline  of  24  percent  in  production 
occasioned  by  xmfavorable  weather  in  1934-35  and  1935-36,  and  the 
smaller- than-average  plantings  in  1936-37, 

Average  imports  of  green  peppers  from  Cuba  increased  sharply 
in  the  3 years  follov/ing  the  agreement,  averaging  221  cars,  compared 
with  an  average  of  54  cars  in  the  3 pre-agrconient  seasons.  This  is 
an  increase  of  more  than  300  percent.  On  the  other  hand,  imports 
from  Mexico,  on  which  the  duty  \w,s  not  reduced,  increased  131  percent 
during  the  same  period,  from  an  average  of  94  cars  in  the  pr e-a.gr c.emcnt 
seasons  to  an  average  of  217  cars  ,4n  the  post-agreement  seasons. 

Green  peppers  are  shipped  from  Florida  in  considerable  volume  .■ 
from  November  to  June,  About  55  -percent  of  the  total  shipments  from 
Florida,  and  about  66  percent  from  southern  Florida,  occur  during  the 
4-month  period,  January  to  April,  vrhen  the  duty  on  Cuban  peppers  is 
reduced,  v/hefeas  93  percent  of  the  imports  from  Cuba  -occurred  during  , 
these  months  in  the  6 seasons  covered  by  this  report.  There  has  been 
a slight  tendency  for  imports  from  Cuba  to  be  concentrated  in  -those 
low-duty  months  since  about.  87  percent  of  the  imports  v/ero  received 
on  an  average',  during  these  months  in  the  pre-agreement  years,  com- 
pared mth  95  percent  in  the  post- agreement  years. 
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Table  22,  Green  peppers;  Planted.and. harvested  acreage,  yield,  production, 

farm  price,  and  farm  value  in  Florida,  1931-32 
to  1936-37 


1931-32 

: 1932-33 

: 1933-34 

: 1934-35 

: 1935-36 

: 1936-37  \J 

Planted  acreage 

Acres 

Fall 

1,650 

1,400 

1,400 

2,700 

2,700 

2,000 

Early  

6,400 

6,900 

6,300 

7,000 

7,500 

5,200 

Winter  , . , , 

3,700 

4,000 

2,400 

. 3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

Spring  .... 

2,700 

2,900 

3,  900 

4,000 

4,500 

2,200 

Total 

8,050 

8,300 

7,700 

9,700 

10,200 

7,200 

Harvested  acreage 

•eo**«*« 

1,650 

1,400 

1,200 

2,700 

1,400 

2,000 

Early  

6,400 

6,900 

4,800 

5,000 

5,100 

5,200 

Winter  , . , , 

3,700 

4,000 

900 

1,000 

600 

3,000 

. ■ Spring  .... 

2,700 

2,900 

3,900 

4,000 

4,500 

2,200 

Total  , . 

8,050 

8,300 

6,000 

7,700 

6,500 

7,200 

Yield  per  acre 

Bushels 

Fall 

240 

..  .250 

3 50^“ 

95 

150 

200 

jijcXi* X]y  •••••«• 

216 

270 

214 

179 

246 

212 

ViTinter  , , , , 

265 

320 

230 

254 

220 

220 

Spring  ... .. 

150 

200 

210 

160 

250 

200 

Total  , , 

221 

266 

241 

149 

226 

208 

Production 

T1 

loiisand  bu£ 

she  Is 

1*  8.X1  •&«••••• 

396 

350 

420 

256 

210 

400 

Early, 

1,385 

1,860 

1,026 

894 

1,257 

1,100 

Winter  , . , . 

980 

1,280 

207 

254 

132 

660 

Spring  . 

405 

580 

819 

640 

1,125 

440 

Total 

1,781 

2,210 

1,446 

1,150 

1,467 

1,500 

Price  per  bushel 

Dollars 

Fall  

1.00 

1.15 

1.30 

.75 

1.95 

1.05 

Early 

.99 

.47 

1.10 

1.21 

.69 

1.20 

Winter  .... 

1.05 

.48 

1.50 

1.50 

1.60 

1.00 

Spring  , , . . 

.85 

.46 

1.00 

1.10 

.58 

1.50 

Total  , , 

.99 

.60 

1.15 

1.10 

.85 

CO 

t — 1 

• 

( — 1 

Value 

• 

T1 

lousand  doj 

.lars 

Fall 

396 

402 

546 

192 

410 

420 

Early  

1,373 

881 

1,329 

1,085 

863 

1,320 

Winter  . , , . 

1,029 

614 

310 

381 

211 

660  _ 

Spring  . , . . 

344 

267 

819 

704 

652 

660  t 

Total 

1,769 

1,283 

1,675 

1,277 

1,273 

1,740 

Compiled  from  officio.1  sources. 
Preliminary, 
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Table  23,  Green  peppers:  Acreage  harvested  in  Florida, 

1931-32  to  1936-37 


Counties 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  ]/ 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

District  8 

Brevard  

Brov/ard  . . . . . 

2,600 

3,000 

1 , 700 

2,050 

2,900 

2,900 

Charlotte  , . , 

275 

100 

100 

50 

50 

125 

Collier  

200 

100 

150 

125  • 

50 

100 

Dade  ........ 

125 

100 

50 

50 

50 

50 

De  Soto  . . . 0 . 

50 

50 

G'ld.dos  »••••• 

Hardee  ...... 

275 

600 

300  ' 

1,100 

350 

500 

Hendry 

50 

Highlands  . . . 

Indian  River 

50 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Lee 

300 

350 

300  ‘ 

475  * 

475  ■ 

600 

Manatee  ..... 

850 

900 

500 

750 

275 

475 

Martin  ...... 

Monroe 

25 

Okeechobee  .. 

50 

50 

25 

25 

25 

Palm  Beach  . . 

600 

525 

425 

275 

150 

200 

St.  Lucie  ... 

75 

25’ 

25 

25 

25 

Sarasota  .... 

50 

100 

75 

50 

50 

Total  ..... 

5,550 

5,950 

3,650' 

4,975- 

4,375 

5,050 

Districts  1,  3, 

and  5 

2,500 

2,350 

2,350 

2,725 

2,125 

2,150 

Grand  total  . , . 

8,050 

8,300 

6,000 

7,700 

6,500 

7,200 

Compiled  from  official  sources 
2^  Preliminary. 
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Table  24«  Green  peppers:  Estimated  prices  received  by 

growers  in  Florida,  1931-32  to  1936-37 
by  months, 

(Dollars  per  bushel) 


Months 

and 

averages 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

October  , , , 

,80 

.65 

,85 

'.55 

1,50 

,60 

November  . , 

1,05 

,90 

1.45 

.75 

1.75 

1,00 

December  ,. 

,90 

1.65 

1.50 

.75 

2.45 

1.15 

January^  . , 

.95 

.80 

1.05 

2,15  * 1,85 

.80 

February  ., 

.85 

.45 

1.55 

2*15 

1,65 

,95 

March  

1,45 

,40 

1.90 

1,20 

1.45 

1.30 

April  

1,45 

,50 

1.30 

1,50 

-.85 

1.45 

May 

,95 

, .45 

1,00 

.90 

.60 

1.90 

Jme 

,85 

.60 

,65 

.75 

i30 

1,35 

July 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.95- 

Averages ; 

Fall. . , , 

1,00 

1.15 

1.30 

.75 

• 

1.95 

1,05 

Winter  . 

1,05 

.48 

1.50 

1.50 

1,60 

1.00 

Spring  . 

.85 

.46 

1,00 

1.10 

,58 

1.50 

Average  for 
the  State  , 

1.00 

.60  ' 

1,15 

1.10 

“ .85 

1.16 

CoiT^iled  frpm  official  sources 
1/  Preliminary, 
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Table  25,  Green  peppers,  fresh;  Siunmary  of  carlot  shipments  and 
imports,  November  to  Jime,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-3.5 

1935-36 

1936-37  1/ 

Cars 

Cars 

Co.rs 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Florida  - By  rail  from 



counties : 

Broward 

641 

803 

294 

302 

467 

284 

Charlotte  

13 

13 

18 

5 •' 

2 

14 

Hardee  , 

36 

44 

49 

53 

9 

23 

75 

55 

72 

53 

69 

76 

Manatee 

323 

195 

271 

155 

89 

151 

pQ-Xm  3©ci,cli.  «••••••••«•• 

57 

38 

16 

18 

64 

11 

other  southern  co\mtios 

42 

35 

15 

13 

4 

5 

Total  sovithom  Florida 

1,187 

1,181 

735 

559 

704 

564 

Total  northern  Florida 

383 

551 

579 

375 

4-53 

329 

Total  Florida,  by  rail 

1,570 

1,732 

1,514 

934 

1,157 

893 

Total  I'lorida,  by  boat 

426 

648 

297 

477 

800 

951 

Total  Florida  

1,996 

2,380 

1,611 

1,411 

1,957 

1,844 

Texas  

s 

6 

58 

34 

68 

59 

Other  States  

97 

318 

260 

368 

■ 196 

253 

Total  United  States  ,,,,, 

2,099 

2,704 

1,929 

1,813 

2,220 

2,156 

Receipts  from  Puerto  Rico 

16 

4 

3 

7 

16 

7 

Total  United  States  origin 

2,115 

2,708 

1,932 

1,820 

2,236 

2,163 

Imports 

Cuba 

65 

9 

88 

215 

288 

161 

Mc^xoo 

189 

58 

36 

165 

'•  '248  ■ 

■ 239 

other  countries  

3 

1 

1 

2 

■1 

3 

Total  imports  ......... 

257 

68 

125 

382 

537 

403 

Grand  total  

2,372 

2,776 

2,057 

2,202 

2,773 

2,566 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 

Cara  of  about  20,000  pounds,  Southem  Florida  includes  Indian  River, 
Okeechobee,  Highlands,  Hardee,  Manatee,  and  all  other  countries  south 
of  them, 
l/  Preliminary, 
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Table  26,  Green  peppers,  fresh;  Summary  of  carlot  shipments  and  imports, 

November  to  June,  1951-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 

Nov, 

Dec, 

Jan, 

Feb, 

Mar, 

Apr, 

Ivlay 

June 

Total 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Co.rs 

Cars 

Gars 

Cars 

Cars 

1931-32 

Florida  ...... 

139 

313 

273 

2 

368 

3 

262 

3 

301 

6 

232 

2 

108 

1,996 

Other  States  l/ 

43 

5 

55 

"ll9 

Cllbcl  •••••«••• 

1 

y 

5 

9 

13 

21 

13 

3 

65 

Mexico  ,,.,0.. 

y 

O 

' 29 

20 

29 

56 

50 

3 

189 

Other  imports 

0 

1 

1 

1 

V ' 

2/ 

0 

0 

3 

Total  

183 

321 

310 

401 

307 

■ 384 

297 

169 

2fZ72 

1932-33 

Florida  

93 

119 

351 

389 

438 

515. 

373 

102 

2,380 

Other  States 

69 

2 

1 ■ 

1 

1 

y 

6 

248 

328 

GuIdcX  ••••••••• 

2/ 

3 

3 

.1 

1 

1 

y 

0 

9 

MGXXCO  • e 0 • • e • 

0 

12 

7 

18 

8 

15 

' y 

58 

other  imports 

0 

1 

y 

0 

y 

y 

.27 

0 

1 

Total  

162 

125 

367 

398 

458 

524 

392 

350 

2,776 

1933-34 

Florida  

39 

184 

180 

89 

162 

296 

464 

197 

1,611 

Other  States  l/ 

124 

18 

2 

y 

■ ■ -1  ■ 

. . . 1 

2/ 

175 

321 

Ci-ibtX  ••••••••# 

0 

1 

3 

17 

46 

20 

"'l 

7 

88 

Mexico  ....... 

0 

2 

7 

8 

. . 4 

10 

•4 

2/ 

36 

Other  imports 

y 

0 

y 

y 

0 

2/ 

0 

1 

Total  .......... 

163 

205 

192 

115 

213  ■ 

327 

470 

372 

2,057 

1934-35  . 

Florida  

113 

169 

33 

82 

193 

305 

383 

133 

1,411 

Other  States  l/ 

71 

12 

5- 

2 

1 

2 

6 

310 

409 

Cu.1dq.  •«•«••••# 

ll 

5 

31 

61 

80 

35 

3 

0 

215 

Mexico  

0 

3 

23 

51 

33 

31 

17 

7 

165 

Other  imports 

iJ 

1 

0 

y 

' 0 

0 

0 

2 

Tp'bD.l  •••«•••••» 

185 

190 

92  : 

196 

307  , 

373 

409 

450 

2,202 

1935-36 

■Florida  ...... 

39 

56 

,87 

21 

127 

510 

731 

386 

1,957 

Other  States  ^ 
Cu'bQ.  ••••••  ••• 

107 

0 

31 

11 

7 

C6"- 

3 

■ -96- 

4 

96 

3 

18 

22 

1 

122 

2/ 

279 
288  ■ 

Mo xxco  •••«••• 

14 

51 

'61 

72 

40 

8 

2 

248  ' 

other  imports 

y 

0 

1 

0' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

Toiss.!  •••»•••••• 

146 

112 

212 

181 

299 

571 

742 

510 

2,773 

1936-37  3/ 

Florida  

90 

172 

368 

279 

303 

268 

220 

144 

1,844 

Other  States 

138 

17 

7 

0 

2 

0 

1 

154 

319 

1 

14 

66 

26 

42 

10 

2 

y 

l6l 

Mexico 

0 

24 

37 

51 

55 

32 

34 

6 

239 

Other  imports 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

229 

227 

478 

357 

403 

311 

wr 

304 

2,566 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 

1/  Includes  Puerto  Rico.  ^ Less  than  ono-half  car.  Preliminary, 
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CUCU!£BERS 


Cucumbers  are  fifth  in  importance  among  the  six  vegetables  under 
survey,  and  are  generally  considered  a minor  vegetable  crop  in  Florida, 
Tlie  trend  of  plantings  has  been  steadily  up\ward  from  the  low  level 
reached  in  the  1933-34  season,  but  has  not  yet  attained  the  high  level 
of  1931-32.  Despite  these  increased  plantings,  production  has  declined 
because  of  losses  occasioned  by  unfavorable  growing  conditions.  Prices 
to  growers  have  averaged  relatively  higher  in  the  last  tvro  seasons  than 
in  earlier  years. 

Florida  is  the  principal  domestic  source  of  cucumbers  from  Novem- 
ber to  April,  inclusive,  but  during  January  and  P'ebruary  shipments  from 
the  State  are  negligible,  Cuba,  the  chief  foreign  source  of  supply, 
was  granted  a reduction  in  duty  on  cucumbers  in  the  3 months  December 
to  February  from.  2,4  cents  a pound  to  1,2  cents  a pound.  The  general 
duty  on  cucumbers  from  all  coitntrios  except  Cuba  is  3 cents  a pound. 
Imports  from  Cuba  have  increased  considerably  in  the  3 post- agreement 
seasons,  1934-35  to  1936-37,  from  the  low  point  of  1933-34,  There  is 
practically  no  competition  between  the  Cuban  cucumbers  and  Florida 
cucumbers  since  only  5 percent  of  the  latter  crop  is  shipped  during 
the  low-duty  months,  whereas  around  SO.  percent  of  the.  Cuban  imports 
are  received  in  these  months. 

During  the  last  3 seasons  covered  in  the  report,  the  average 
acreage  planted  to  fall  cucumbers  was  slightly  greater  than  in  the 
3 pre-agreement  seasons,  'V’jhile  that  planted  to  the  spring  crop  averaged 
slightly  less.  Production  of  the  two  crops  averaged  about  the  same  in 
both  periods.  The  1936-37  crop  vra.s  smaller  than  usual  because  of  low 
yields  and  acreage  abandonment. 

Prices  have  averaged  somewhat  higher  in  the  post-agreement 
years,  largely  as  a result  of  improved  demand  conditions,  Yfith  the 
added  stimulus  of  a smaller  crop  in  1936-37,  prices  received  by  grow- 
ers were  by  far  the  highest  in  the  6 years  covered  by  this  report. 

Total  income  from  the  production  of  cucimbers  averaged  higher  during 
the  last  3 years  than  in  the  preceding  3-year  period,  ' 

An  average  of  733  cars  of  cucumbers  was  shipped  annually  from 
Florida  in  the  3-year  period  1934-35  to  1936-37,  against  an  average  of 
643  cars  in  the  preceding  3 'years,  before  the  Cuban  agreement  became 
effective.  Improved  demand  conditions  and  higher  prices  resulted  in 
a relatively  greater  increase  in  shipments  than  in  production,  A con- 
siderable decrease  in  shipments  occurred  in  the  1936-37  season  o^ving  to 
the  decline  in  production  in  that  year, 

■Imports  of  cucumbers  from  Cuba  have  trended  upiimrd  in  the  last 
3 seasons  from  the  low  level  of  1933-34,  although  the  average  of  128 
cars  for  the  period  is  about  the  same  as  the  average  imports  of  127 
cars  during  the  3-ycar  period  prior  to  the  Cuban  agreement. 


XJL 


-46- 

Shipments  of  cucumbers  from  Florida  inay  be  divided  into  twD 
periods.  A considerable  quantity  of  cucumbers  arc  available  for  ship- 
ment in  IJovcmbor,  after  which  a decline  sets  in,  and  usually  it  is  not 
until  April  and  May  that  shipments  are  resumed  in  substantial  proportions. 
About  5 percent  of  the  shipments  of  cucumbers  from  Florida  and  12  percent 
of  those  from  southern  Florida  occur  during  the  3-month  period,  December 
to  February,  when  the  reduced  duties  are  in  effect  on  imports  from  Cuba, 
whereas  about  90  percent  of  the  imports  from  Cuba  arrives  during  these 
3 months.  Since  the  duty  reductions  became  effective,  there  has  been 
no  increased  tendency  for  imports  of  cucumbers  from  Cuba  to  concentrate 
in  the  lower- duty  months. 

Table  27,  Cucumbers;  Planted  and  harvested  acreage,  yield,  production, 

farm  price,  and  farm  value  in  Florida,  1931-32 
to  1936-37 


1931-32 

= 1932-33= 

1933-34= 

1934-35 

= 1935-36 

= 1936-37  1^ 

Planted  acreage 

Acres 

FcilX  •••«•••• 

1,300 

1,600  : 

1,600  ; 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

Early  (l) 

6,500 

4,000  : 

3,400  : 

3,300 

4,100 

■ ■ 5,000 

Total 

7,300 

5,600  : 

5,000  : 

5,100 

5,700 

6,600 

Harvested  acreage 

1,300 

1,600  : 

1,600  ; 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

Early  (l)  ... 

6,000 

4,000  : 

3,400  ; 

3,300 

4,100 

4,000 

T o uciX  • « • • 0 

7,300 

5,600  ; 

5,000  : 

5,100 

5,700 

5,600 

Yield  per  acre 

Bushels 

X^Q.XX 

60 

S3  : 

105  : 

70 

100 

40 

Early  (l)  ... 

52 

65  ; 

90  : 

105 

75 

60 

TcbcxX  • « • • o 

53 

64  : 

95  ; 

93 

82 

54 

Production 

Thousand  bushels 

■deXXX 

78 

101  ; 

168  : 

126 

160 

64 

Early  (1)  ,,, 

312 

260  ; 

306  : 

347 

308 

240 

T 0 CcxX  • « • • • 

390 

361  ; 

474  : 

473 

468 

304 

Price  per  bushel 

Dollars 

Fall 

2,00 

1,50  : 

1.20  : 

1.80 

1.95 

2,20 

Early  (l)  ,,, 

1.60 

1,85  : 

2,10  : 

1.55 

2.00 

3,20 

Total  ..... 

1,68 

1.75  : 

1.78  : 

1.62 

1.98 

2.99 

Value 

Thousand  dollars 

156 

152  : 

202  : 

227 

312 

141 

Early  ( 1 ) . 

499 

481  : 

643  : 

538 

616 

768 

TctciX  • • • • • 

655 

633  : 

845  ; 

765 

928 

909 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
l/  Preliminary, 
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Tablo  28,  Cucumbers;  Acreage  harvested  in  Florida, 

1931-32  to  1936-37 


Counties 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  y 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

District  8 

Brevard  ....  * 

Broward  

10 

75 

Charlotte  , . , 

25 

Collier 

50 

250 

200 

' 200 

250 

Dade  

Do  Soto  

225‘ 

300 

100 

Glades 

Hardee 

1,150 

1,000 

900 

1,300- 

1,060 

850 

Hendry  

50 

50 

50 

100 

100 

100 

Highlands  . . , 

Indian  River 

100 

150 

125- 

50 

200 

200 

Lee  

300’ 

500 

525' 

600 

1 050 

600 

Manatee  

250 

250 

250 

200 

350 

350 

Ifcrtin  ,0.0.., 

20 

Monroe  

Okeechobee  ,, 

' 

; 

Palm  Beach  . . 

‘ 

S"fc*  LixciG  ••• 

. 125 

100 

100 

200 

200 

300 

Sarasota  , . . , 

100 

100 

100 

150 

To*t>o.l  • 0 • • • 

2,255 

2,400 

2,400 

2,750 

3,250 

2,875 

Districts  1,  3, 

5,045 

3,200 

2,600 

2,350 

-2,450 

2,725 

Grand  total  . . . 

7,300 

5,600 

5,000 

5,100 

5,700 

5,600 

Compiled  from  official  sources 
Preliminary. 
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Table  29,  Cuc'umbers;  Estimated  prices  received  by  growers  in 

Florida,  1831-32  to  1936-37,  by  months 


(Dollars  per  bushel) 


Months 

and 

averages 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36.. 

' 1936-37  1/ 

October  . , , , 

1.50 

1.50 

1.35 

1.80 

2,50  , 

1.45 

November  . . . 

2.40 

1.50 

1.00 

1.90 

2,00  . 

2.20 

December  • , . 

2,75 

2.45 

1.55 

2,10 

1.55  ... 

3.05 

J anuary  , . . , 

2.90 

1.90 

2.40  . 

* . 

Februa2:y  , , , 

3.05 

3.60 

4.10 

March 

2.65 

2,50 

3,75 

3,50 

3,50  . 

3,45 

April  ...... 

4.30 

1.75 

2.70 

1,95 

2.75 

3.35 

May 

1.40 

1.40 

1.90 

.80 

1.55  . 

3,15 

Juxic  ••••••• 

,50 

. . . 1.50 

Averages : 

. 

i:'  Cll  X • • • • 

2,00 

1.50 

1.20 

1,80 

1.85  , 

2.20 

Spring  ,. 

1,60 

1,85 

2.10 

1.55 

2,00 

3.20 

Average  for 

the  State  . . 

1.68 

1,75 

1.78 

1,62 

1.98 

2.99 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
2^  Preliminary, 
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Table  30, ' Cucumbers,  fresh:  Summary  of  carlot  shipments  from  Florida, 
and  imports,  November  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 


• • • • • 


Florida  - By  rail  from 
counties: 

Collier  . , 

Hardee  , . . 

Hendrjr  „ , , 

Lee 

Manatee 
Sarasota  , 

St.  Lucie 
Other  southern  coimties 
Total  southern  Florida  ,, 


Total  northern  Florida  . , 
Total  Florida,  by  rail  ,, 
Total  Florida,  by  boat  , , 


- Total  Florida  

Texas  

.Other  States . . , , . , , . , , . , , 
Total  United  States 
Receipts  from  Puerto  Rico 
Total  United  States  origin 
Imports 

Cuba 

Mexico  , 

Total  imports 

.Grand  total  


1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

- • ■ . 

Cars 

0 

1 

14 

19 

15 

28 

71 

130 

146 

139 

111 

40 

3 

3 

11 

11 

4 

2 

49 

61 

100 

111 

159 

28 

12 

26 

27 

24 

4-7 

36 

0 

0 

12 

21 

0 

32 

21 

0 

25 

48 

71 

18 

8 

22 

15 

2 

0 

14 

164 

243 

350 

375 

407 

198 

476 

271 

421 

485 

333 

288 

640 

■514 

771 

860 

740 

486 

1 

G 

2 

9 

77 

27 

641 

514 

773 

869 

■ ■ 817 

513 

677 

■ 346 

317 

524- 

650 

295 

1,932 

1,440 

1,954- 

2,713 

1,611 

1,246 

3,250 

2,300 

3,044, 

4,106 

3,078 

2,054 

13 

49 

146 

146 

135 

163 

3,263 

2,349 

3,190 

4,252 

3,213 

2,217 

179 

128 

73 

114 

122 

147 

2'^ 

- 0 

y 

1 

1' 

2 

179 

128 

73 

115 

123 

149 

3,442 

2,477 

3,263 

4,367  ■ 

3,336 

2,366 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Cars  of  about  20, ,000  pounds.  Southern  Florida  includes  Indian  River, 

Okeechobee, ■■  Highlands,  Hardee,  Manatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  them, 
l/  Preliminary, 

Less  than  one-half  car. 
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Table  31,  CucTjmbers,  fresh:  Siimmary  of  carlot  shipments  from  Florida, 

and  imports,  November  to  Jime,  1931732  to  1936-37 


. .Sources 


1931- 32 

Florida  ........ 

Other  States  ... 

Cub  G.  «•••••••••• 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 
Total 

1932- 33 

Floi ida  ........ 

Other  States  ... 
Cuba  ........... 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 

Total  ............ 


1933- 34 

Florida  ........ 

Other  States  , . . 
C uba  ........... 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 

Total  

1934- 35 

Florida,  ........ 

Other  States  ... 
Cuba  ........... 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 

Total  ............ 

1935- 36 

Florida  

Other  States  ... 
Cuba  ........... 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 

Total  

1936- 37  •y 

Florida  

Other  States  ... 
Cuba  ........... 

Mexico  

From  Puerto  Rico 
Total  


.Nov, 

Dec. 

,,,.,Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

• May 

June- 

Total 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

82 

10 

0 

22 

85 

14 

379 

49 

641 

0 

0 

6 

11 

28 

61 

961 

1,542 

2,609 

2 

25 

82 

56 

12 

2 

1/ 

. .y 

179 

0 

0 

0 

y 

0 

■■  1/ 

■'  I/ 

0 

2/ 

1/ 

1 

4 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 

13 

84 

36 

92 

92 

129 

, . 7,8 

.1,340 

, 1,59.1 

. 3,442 

98 

13 

0 

0 

97 

' 201 

101 

4 

514 

4 

0 

1 

13 

13 

141 

665 

949 

1,786 

0 

47 

45 

25 

-9 

2 

y 

0 

128 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

15 

19 

5 

- ' 1 

0 

0 

49 

102 

69 

61 

57 

124 

' '345 

766 

953 

2,477 

151 

68 

5 

0 

5 

200 

340 

4 

773 

3 

0 

2 

15 

16 

18 

890 

1,327 

2,271 

1 

23 

27 

13 

8 

1/ 

0 

0 

73 

0 

0 

0 

0 

V 

0 

0 

0 

y 

4 

52 

40 

31 

12 

7 

,y 

0 

146 

159 

143 

74 

59 

42 

225 

1,230 

1,331 

3,263 

127 

30 

0 

0 

19 

438 

.255 

0 

869 

0 

0 

2 

10 

12 

157 

1,738 

1,318 

3,237 

1/ 

24 

45 

29 

15 

1 

0 

0 

114 

0 

V 

0 

1/ 

y 

2 

1 

44 

1/ 

60 

1/ 

25 

1/ 

15 

1 

146 

127 

54 

49 

84 

106 

621 

2,008 

. 1,318 

4,367 

210 

46 

5 

. 0 

1 

256 

273 

26 

817 

2 

0 

2 

4 

1 

28 

890 

1,334 

2,261 

'V 

33 

48 

32 

• 8 

1 

0 

0 

122 

0 

2/ 

y 

1/ 

0 

1/ 

0 

0 

1 

4 

32 

45 

27 

21 

6 

1/ 

0 

135 

216 

111 

100 

63 

31 

292 

1,163 

1,360 

3,336 

38 

14 

1 

0 

63 

. 228 

155 

14 

513 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

509 

1,029 

1,541 

1 

47 

53 

30 

16 

y 

0 

147 

0 

0 

1 

1 

V 

V 

1/; 

0 

2 

3 

16 

39 

53 

41 

6 

1/ 

0 

163 

44 

77 

94 

90 

120 

234 

^ . 664 

1,043 

2,366 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 

l/  Less  than  one-half  car,  Preliminary, 
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EGGPIAl'IT 

Eggplant  is  the  least  important  of  the  6 Florida  vegetable 
crops  under  survey,  having  accounted  for  only  one  and  one-half 
percent  of  the  average  farm  income  from  these  crops  in  the  6 seasons 
from  1931-32  to  1936-37.  Plantings  and  production  in  Florida  have 
declined  materially  in  the  last  3 seasons,  1934-35  to  1936-37,  while 
prices  to  growers  have  averaged  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  3 pre- 
agreement  seasons,  1931-32  to  1933-34. 

Florida  is  practically  the  only  domestic  source  of  supply  of 
eggplant  from  November  to  June,  inclusive.  Cuba  is  by  far  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  source  of  supply,  and  in  each  of  the  past  3 seasons 
the  imports  from  Cuba  exceeded  the  shipments  from  Florida.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  Cuban  agreement,  the  duty  of  1.2  cents  a pound  on  egg- 
plant from  Cuba  v;as  reduced  to  0.6  cent  per  pound  for  the  4-month 
period  December  to  March.  The  rate  to  other  countries  remains  at 
1.5  cents  per  pound.  Imports  of  eggplant  from  Cuba  have  increased 
greatly  since  the  agreement  boeame  effective.  During  the  6 years 
covered  by  this  report,  over  80  percent  of  the  imports  were  received 
from  Cuba  during  the  low-duty  months,  whereas  on.ly  20  percent  of  the 
Florida  shipments  vjcro  made  in  those  months. 

The  acreage  planted  to  eggplant  in  Florida  during  the  past  3 
years  averaged  about  34  percent  less  than  during  the  preceding  3- 
year  period.  The  decrease  v/as  greatest  in  the  acreage  planted  to  the 
early  crop,  although  the  reduction  in  fall-crop  acreage  was  material. 
Abandonment  of  some  acreage  in  the  past  two  years  has  resulted  in  a 
slightly  greater  decline  in  the  harvested  acreage  than  in  the  planted 
acreage.  The  yield  of  eggplant  per  acre  averaged  higher  in  the  last 
3 years  than  in  the  pre'-agreement  period.  The  increase  in  yield  has 
not  been  enough  to  offset  the  reduction  in  planted  acreage,  and  aban- 
donment in  the  last  2 seasons.  Production  averaged  about  34  percent 
less  in  the  period  1934-35  to  1936-37  than  in  the  preceding  3 years. 

Smaller  production  and  improved  demand  conditions  have  resulted 
in  somewhat  higher  prices  in  recent  years  than  during  the  period  from 
1931-32  to  1933-34.  The  increase  in  prices  was  not  sufficient  to  off- 
set reduced  production,  however,  and  the  total  income  to  growers  of 

in  Florida  has  been  loss  in  each  of  the  last  3 years  than  in 
any  one  of  the  preceding  3 years. 

Imports  of  eggplant  form  a larger  part  of  the  supplies  available 
for  the  United  States  market  in  the  8-month  period  November  to  June, 
than  in  the  case  of  the  other  5 vegetables.  Total  supplies  in  the  6 
seasons  under  survey  have  averaged  485  cars,  of  which  about  half  came 
from  Florida  and  most  of  the  remainder  from  Cuba, 


-52- 


Carlot  shipments  from  Florida  have  averaged  194  cars  in  the 
3 seasons  since  the  Cuban  agreement  becaric  effective,  compared  with 
an  average  of  275  cars  in  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons.  The  decline 
in  shipments  from  Florida  seer.is  to  be  chiefly  due  to  smaller  plant- 
ings and  subsequent  smaller  production,  which  occurred  despite  the 
somewhat  higher  average  prices  received  by  growers  in  the  post- agreement 
seasons. 

Imports  of  eggplant  from  Cuba  have  doubled  in  the  3 seasons 
since  the  Cuban  agreement  became  effective.  Imports  from  Cuba  aver- 
aged 308  cars  a season  in  the  post-agreement  period,  compared  vjith 
154  cars  in  the  pre-agreement  years. 

Shipments  of  eggplant  from.  Florida  are  generally  recorded  in 
all  of  the  months  covered  by  this  survey  --  November  to  June.  The 
low  point  of  the  Florida  shipments  is  usually  in  February  and  the 
high  point  in  May.  Over  the  6 seasons  covered  by  this  report,  about 
82  percent  of  the  eggplant  imported  from  Cuba  was  received  in  the  ■ 
4-month  period  December  to  March,  when  the  reduced  duty  is  now  in 
effect,  whereas  only  20  percent  of  the  Florida  shipments  v;ere  made 
in  these  months.  Only  16  percent  of  the  shipments  from  southern 
Florida  occurred  in  these  months.  There  has  been  an  increased  tend- 
ency for  Imports  of  eggplant  from  Cuba  to  concentrate  in  the  months 
when  the  duty  is  reduced.  In  the  3 years  prior  to  the  agreement, 

72  percent  of  the 'imports  from  Cuba  v;ero  received  in  these' months , 
whereas  more  than  86  percent  have  arrived  in  this  period -since  the 
signing  of  the  agreement  in  1934.  On  the  other  hand,  only ' 15  percent 
of  the  Florida  shipments  have  moved  during  the' reduced-duty  months 
since  the  agreement  became  effective,  whereas  24  percent  moved  in 
these  months  in  the  3 pre-agreement  seasons. 
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Table  32.  Eggplant:  Planted  and  harvested  acreage,  yield, 

production,  farm  price,  and  larn  value  in  Florida, 
1931-32  to  1936-37 


1931-32  ; 1932-33 ! 1933-34  ! 1934-35  1935-36  ] 1936-37  \J 


planted  acreage  : Acres 

Fall  950  : 1,050  : 1,050  : 900  : 700  : 850 

Eo.rly  : 1,000  : 1,400  : 1,000  : 600  ; 600  : 600 

Total  : 1,950  : 2,450  : 2,050  : 1,500  : 1,300  : 1,450 


Harvested  acreage  :::::: 

Fall  950  : 1,050  : 1,050  : 900  : 500  : 850 

Early  : 1,000  : 1,400  : 1,000  : 600  : 600  : 500 

Total  : 1,950  : 2,450  : 2,050  : 1,500  : 1,100  : 1,350 


Yield  per  acre  : Bushels 

Fall  : 150  : 190  : 80  : 100  : 150  :■  , 200 

Early  : 225  : 300  : 300  : 300  : 400  : 300 

Total  : 188  : 253  : 187  180  : 286  : 237 


Production  : Thousand  bushels  ■ ■ ■ • ■ ■ 

Fall  ; 142  : 200  : 84  : 90  : ■ 75  • ; - 170 

Early  ; 225  : ■ 420  : 300  : 180  : ■ 240  :•  • 150 

Total  : 367  : 620  : 384  : 270  : 315  : 320 


Price  per  bushel  : Dollars 

Fall  ; 1.00  : .64  : 1.15  : .60  : 1.65  : .65 

Early  . : .60  : .55  : .64  : ■ .88  : .60  : ^ 

Total  .75  : .58  ;-  .75  ; .79  ; .85  : .77 


Value  : , Thousand  dollars 

Fall  : 142  : 128  : 97  : ' 54  : 124  : 111 

Early  ; 135  ; 231  : 192  : 158  ; 144  : 135 

Total  : 277  : 359  ; 289  : 212  : - 268  : 246 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
1/  Preliminary. 


Table  33.  Eggplant:  Acreage  harvested  in  Florida,  1931-32 

to  1936-37 


Counties 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  1/ 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

District  8 

Brevard  

Broward  

125 

225 

50 

25 

25 

Charlotte  

25 

25 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Collier  

100 

50 

50 

25 

.25' 

75 

Dade  

100 

100 

25 

25 

. . 25 

25 

De  Sot OT' 

10 

Glades 

Hardee  

175 

125 

150 

150 

75 

225 

Hendry  

15 

Highlands, 

Indian  River  . . 

5.0 

35 

Lee  

450 

450 

350 

300  ■ 

300 

275 

Manatee  

175 

150 

275 

100 

175 

75 

Martin  

25 

Monroe  

Okeechobee  .... 

15 

Palm  Beach  .... 

50 

50 

25 

50 

' ■ 25 

25 

St.  Lucie  

25 

Sarasota  

• 

35  ■ 

Total  ....... 

1,125 

1,200 

1 , 140  - 

,740  ■- 

690  ' 

800 

Districts  1,  3, 

and  5 

825 

1,250 

910 

760 

■ 410 

550 

Grand  total  

1 , 950 

2,450 

2,050 

1,500 

1,100 

1,350 

Compiled  frora  official  sources. 
1/  Preliminary. 
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Table '34.  Eggplant:  Estimated  prices  received  by • growers  in 

Florida,  1931-32  to  1936-37  by  months 


(Dollars  per  bushel) 


Months 

and 

averages 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37  y 

October  

.85 

.55 

1.05' 

-.50 

■ • '2.00 

.50 

November  

. 1.25 

. 50 

1.15 

.80 

• ' 1.70 

.90 

December  

.80 

.95 

1.35' 

.55 

■ 1.35 

.60 

J anuary  

.90 

1.05 

.85 

1.35 

.85 

.50 

February  

.80 

.85 

.80 

1.60 

,90 

.75 

March  

.70 

.75- 

■ .75' 

■ 1.25 

.80 

.85 

April  

.65 

.55 

■ .75 

J. . 10 

.80 

.95 

May  

.50 

■ .45  - 

.60' 

.80 

.65 

1.05 

June  

.60 

.55 

.50 

.80 

.50 

.75 

July  

- 

- 

- 

.40 

Averages ; 

Fall 

1.00 

. 65 

1.15 

.60 

1.65 

.65 

Spring  ..... 

.60 

.55 

.64 

.88' 

.60 

.90 

Average  for 
the  State  

.75 

.58 

.75 

.79 

,85 

.77 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
1/  Preliminary. 
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Table  35.  Eggplant,  fresh:  Sninr.iary  of  carlot  shipnents  fron 

Florida  and  other  States,  and  inports,  Wovcmbcr  to 
Juno,  1931-3S  to  1936-37 


Sources 

1931- 

32 

1932- 

33 

1934- 

35 

1935- 

36 

1936- 
37  1/ 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Florida  - By  rail  fron  . 

c ount i c s : 

Collier  ■ 

23 

0 

5 

0 

o 

0 

Dado  

0 

5 

0 

P 

3 

0 

Lee  

52 

120 

66 

16 

36 

13 

Manatee  

64 

■ 41 

51 

■ 17 

37 

20 

Palm  Beach  

6 

] 

3 

15 

3 

3 

■ .Other  southern  counties  ... 

2 

■ 0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Tptal  southern  Florida  

147 

'167 

128 

52 

84 

37 

Total  northern  Florida  

66 

'64 

31 

11 

16 

8 

Total  Florida,  by  rail  

213 

'231 

159 

63 

100 

45 

Total  Florida,  by  boat  

51 

' 74 

98 

97 

114 

163 

Total  Florida  

264 

305 

257 

160 

214 

208 

Texas  

11 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Other  States  

O 

U: 

2 

0 

■ 1- 

0 

0 

Total  United  States  

277 

307 

257 

162 

214 

208 

Receipts  fron  Puerto  Rico  . . . 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

. 1 

Total  United  States  origin  . . 

280 

309 

259 

163 

215 

209 

Imports 

Cuba  

184 

96 

181 

241 

397 

285 

Mexico  

14 

11 

7 

17 

15 

25 

Other  countries  

0 

0 

.7/ 

2/ 

0 

0 

Total  imports  

198 

107 

188 

258 

412 

310 

Grand  total  

478 

416 

447 

421 

627 

519 

Cornpiled  fron  official  sources. 

Cars  of  about  SO, 000  p<~ainds.  S^utherr  Florida  includes  Indian  River, 
Okeechobee,  Highlands,  Hardee,  Ilanatee,  and  all  counties  south  of  then. 
y Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  one-half  car. 
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Tablo  36.  Eggplant,  fresh:  Surnmary  of  carlot  shipments  and 

inports,  Novenber  to  June,  1931-32  to  1936-37 


Sources 

pov. 

Dec . 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr . 

May 

June 

Total 

1931-32 

Florida  

Cars 

Cars 

Cara 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

13 

8 

1/ 

0 

0 

21 

3 

2 

1/ 

1/ 

25 

0 

18 

1 

1/ 

18 

0 

40 

1/ 

1/ 

28 

0 

53 

1 

1 

57 

0 

61 

7 

1 

61 

0 

9 

4 

1/ 

41 

2 

1/ 

0 

0 

264 

13 
184 

14 
3 

Other  States  . . 
Cuba  

Mexico  ........ 

Puerto  Rico  . . . 
Total  

22 

27 

44 

59 

83 

126 

74 

43 

478 

1932-33 

"i^lorida 

30 

0 

1/ 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

15 

1 

1/ 

5 

0 

28 

1/ 

51 

0 

37 

2 

1 

90 

0 

11 

4 

1 

73 

0 

T 

U 

2 

0 

53 

2 

0 

1/ 

0 

305 

2 

96 

11 

2 

Other  States  . , 
Cuba  

Mexico  

Puerto  Pdeo  . . . 
Total  

30 

6 

17 

35 

91 

106 

76 

55 

416 

1933-34 

Florida  

6 

0 

1/ 

0 

1/ 

9 

0 

7 

1/ 

1/ 

18 

0 

20 

1 

1/ 

11 

0 

47 

2 

1/ 

8 

0 

62 

2 

1/ 

56 

0 

43 

2 

1 

102 

0 

2 

0 

1/ 

47 

0 

0 

0 

0 

257 

0 

181 

7 

2 

Other  States  . . 
Cuba 

Mexico  

Puerto  Rico  . . . 
Total  

7 

16 

39 

60 

72 

102 

104 

47 

447  ■ 

1934-35 

Florida  

9 

0 

1/ 

0 

0 

20 

0 

13 

1 

J. 

1/ 

0 

1 

33 

4 

1/ 

0 

0 

57 

5 

1/ 

2 

0 

84 

2 

1/ 

31 

0 

52 

3 

1/ 

55 

0 

2 

2 

1/ 

43 

1 

0 

0 

1/ 

160 

2 

241 

17 

1 

Other  States  . . 
Cuba  

Mexico  

Puerto  Rico  . . . 
Total  

10 

34 

38 

62 

88 

86 

59 

44 

421 

1935-36 

Florida  

4 

0 

1 

1/ 

0 

2 

0 

23 

1/ 

1/ 

6 

0 

88 

1 

1/ 

0 

0 

107 

4 

1/ 

2 

0 

132 

7 

1/ 

39 

0 

43 

3 

1/ 

82 

0 

3 

0 

0 

79 

0 

0 

0 

0 

214 

0 

397 

15 

1 

Other  States  . . 
Cuba  

Mexico  

Puerto  Rico  . . . 
Total  

5 

26 

95 

111 

141 

85 

85 

79 

627 

1936-37  2/ 

Florida  

15 

0 

3 

0 

0 

18 

0 

52 

1/ 

1/ 

19 

0 

61 

3 

1/ 

5 

0 

62 

5 

1/ 

15 

0 

85 

7 

1/ 

28 

0 

20 

7 

1/ 

39 

0 

2 

3 

1/ 

69 

0 

0 

0 

0 

208 

0 

285 

25 

1 

Other  States  . . 
Cuba  

Mexico  

Puerto  Rico  . . . 
Total  

18 

70 

83 

72 

107 

55 

44 

69 

519 

Conpiled  from  official  sources. 

1/  Less  than  one-half  car.  2/  Prelininary. 


